DIARY IK

As imdicebédd at tle begimringg of this documentt there is a
sigmiffcannt lapse: of time betwesn the end of Diary I and the
begimrihgg of Diiary II - fooom November of 1915 to Ortober of 1917.

Weadlnesday , Ortober 31, 1917 - Edimbangh

Starteeld to padk up im the morningy prepaningg for my
journeyy t@ Readingy, Berks, to joim the Royall Flyingy Corps.. Left
Glenconsee and the Royall Scots on the 4 pam. train. It was rathesr
hardl sayiityyg goodl bye te alll the boys and reallyy leswingg the
regiimeantt under whose wimgg I had beem for the last 17 months. But
I shalll alwayss belmrgy to it more or less for I am only beiirgy
atthebkdd R.F.C.. at my own requestt and I'lll always wear the Royall
Scots unifbommy, I hope.. It'ss one of whicdh I shalll alwayss be

proaud,, at any rate.

Met Lockhartt im Edimbanghh and had tem wiitth himm at the
Picturee House.. We tlhen went in to see the pictuness. Waent to the
Naortlh Britishh for dimmenr and met Scott, whom I kmew so welll im
the 2nd Bmn. at the framt. He is home on leswe and the hardshipss
have made a completee wredk of him. Took the JKOIZB0 traiin and was
soon asleegp im one of the comffortaditée berthiss .

Thursdtay, November 1 - (Lomndr))

Arrived Londem 8300 a.m. Had breakfastt at tlhe Regent
Palazee. Them trieed to firdl particmlbass regandingg Reg's wounds
but couldl get nothiirgy. Had earlly lumcth at the Regent Palace.
Met Ross of the Angylls. He's the sanme nice chap and is tyiingg
to get imtm the R.IN.A.S. relihguuslkingig his ammy commiissioon .

Took the 1:40 traiin fioom Padimgtbon Statibon and arviveed
at Readingg an hour latex. Reporteeld for duty.. Was bil letedl at
194 King'ss Road and have as a rocommatee an R.E. officeay, Nordem.
Went to the pictiwess im the eveniiigy but did not feell very wedll..

Fridiay, November 2 - Reading

Up at 7:3® and on paratbk: at Wantagee Hmll Woarkshhopss at
9:330. Had lectiress on observatidon im generall and tipss on flyiigg
at the fromt .

Nordem, Fowless ( a pilat ) and I went to the Palaces and
saw a poor varietyy show. Not feelingg wedll..

The Germanss stiill seesm te be pushiiigy aheadl im Itally and
the sithattdon is begimmibgy to lawk very grawe. The one sillwar
limiigg these days is the Britishh Army im Flandlers.. They fomge
aheadl day by day agaimstt lamg odds,, unbearasllée hardsihipps and wiitth
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a couragee that could not be surpassedd by the bravestt men
imaginalhlbe .

Saturdisyg, Novembear 3

Paradbell at Wantagee Hmlll and were toldl te be reatly to
move on Nomday muwymningy. Drew my flyihgg pit whidh makes me loak
and feell just like an arctiic exploresr. Took a rest during the
afteempnonn by wmitingg to Beth, Wilf and fatthemr. I get so loresemee
for theem all some times that it does not seesm that liflee is warth
liviirgy. And thesee dulll days only make the outlbokk lodk more
depressingg .

Wamt for a walk im the eveningy but it was very damk and
muggy.. Waemnt to bed earlly aftear the uswall plurgee im a civiliZzedd
batlh.

Sunday, Novembear 4

Mp at 8 am. and tadk a strolll. Affter lundh teadk a
long wallk up the riwer towardks Tilethms¢t. It was very coldl and
enjjoyed tea at the Cavenshham Bridigee Fihdtel.. Had dimmenr at the
Upper Ship Huvtell wiitthh Norden of the R.E.ss. It was a very poor
dimner:. Was feelihgg worse so went to bed earlyy.

Nbhmday,, November 5 - Satmmdimny, Novembear 10

Leanmestl that my orderss had beem cancellédd so settiédd
dowm to the week'ss work.. I might now be made corps imsteasld of
ammy obsemvieer but I prefesr to be wiithh the fightingg squadnosrss .
Spendl the week on lemmingg the Nborse Code (passeed my finstt test)),
aerice]l photagyaphliy, aeriadl gunnemy, wiirelesss, artilléeyy
observaticaon and map work. It was alll very intenesging g but hope
that I may never have to use it.. On Satunddyy mmrningy receiivedd
word te steardl by resdly to move on Nwmmday mmrningy te Hythe. I'tm
to get on a figltingg bus yet, thmilk heawvem.

The Germamss are stilll pushingy the Italibans out of theinr
own countnyy. It is anotlmr unexpectedd disastesr. We are gaimingg
graumt by an almost dailly attbadkk im Flandenss. Gen. Allenblyy is
gaimihpg brilliamtt wvictamiéss im Palestihee. The Britishh bulll dog
is showingy thesm alll how to figihtt .

Anmwthear revolutiann im Russicd! All past work gone for
nought and the countnyy im a tummoill. She wiill never be able to
kegp us agaim duriirgy this war. Kerensklyy has flbown but wed'lll hear
more of him.

Have feltt very illl all weelk so went to the doctorxz. He
ordenesd me a week im hospitad] but have mmnagetl to escyree that..
Am sure I'lll feell bettesr soomn and cam feell no warse. Was ludkedl
to hear that Reg's wound comsistss of a g.s.. wound in the righdt
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elbow.. I hope I'lll see him im this countiyy seam agaim.
Weedtherr - very muggy and depressingg. We have not seem the sum
for nearlyy a week.

Want up to see a doctanr toeday, I felt so rotteen. He
adviseell me hospittd]l for a week as I was much rum down. But I
cannott do that for it might meam being pushedli badk to the
infantryy and I wish to get on witlhh the flyiingg as quicdidyy as
possilblbee. It'ss about time I was doingy somethingg im Framee: once
agaim anyway..

Sunday,, November 11

Up at 8 am. for churdh paradke for I wisth to avoidl the
tnouiblee of last week whem tlhe squadinoom commemnderr endeawauedd to
punisth me for the reason that vague orderss had beem issuiestl. But
I made it plaim to him I think that it teadk a generall to do that
and headquartees s seszmel t@ be of that opimibm to..

Came badk to the billett at p00a.m and went stnEghiit to
my raowm and to bed for the day. Foumdl it very lanessome and was
gladl that Nordem, my roommmatee remaineed insitte mmst of the day..

Receiviedd a nice lettear fioom Betlh and am gladl to hear
that she is enjoyimg lifiee im Edmomtam. Affter all,, I have a greatt
deall to be thwmmkfiill for and lifie= wiilll be more tham worthh liwiingg
aftear this is alll owver.

Nionday,, Novembear 12

Receiviedd my treewellinigg ordenss and arriveed im Londam at
3:1% pam. Just had time to rush acrasss Londom,, have tea at the
Corner House and catch the 5:15 for Hythe.

Arrivieeld Hythee 7:3® and after being meetlicallyy examimeeld
had dimmerxr. Nordem and I meEmaget teo get a raom togettliesr. There
are fiwee of us im alll and it'ss the mwst conffortadibée billlett I'we
stimiokk simeee joimiingg the Army.. We are im the Hotell Impericd!l
rigght dowm on the wadterfivott. The sowndl of the surff breskihgg and
the smelll of the sea air made me feell bettear at once.. Nmwst of
the furmsbiiggs stillll steandtl intectt im the hotell wiithh the
exceptibon of the beds but we have very comffortdllée cots and clemn
sheetss (what a luxury!)) Best of alll we have a reall batth raom
next door and that is more that a treat. I thindk Il keegp that
warkiirgy overtiiree. Rooming wiitth us are two obserwess and an Iristh
Guarddsman - all nice chaps.

Phonedi up the 11tlh Res. Bn. but fowrdl that Inmy had
just left for Framces the day befames. Just my luck!! and I did so
want te see him for I'wee deciddeld that old friradss are the best,,

aftear all..
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The Italiamss are stilll reteatibigg and the sittwiann
looks very bad. Vemice is now thresténedd. The Britishh stilll
keelp pushiitgy aheadl im Flamdenss. The Ameericaaiss have came im none
to® soom and themse wiilll be plemtyy for thesm te do im the futunee.
Lloyd<t=ogge has gone te Itally and Rritisbhh and Fremcth tnompss are
being rusiiestl to the Italiaan front .

Tuesday,, Novembear 13

Up at 7 and to work at 8:3® a.m. Had a lecturee and them
to workk on the Lewis gun. That is goingy t@ be our chieff studiy
for the next two weeks,, befomree we do our flyiimy. Carrieed on wiithh
the Lewis gun alll day. I am just beginmingg to realizee how littiée
I know about the gun for the tradimngg here is mmst thonomgih .

Work tilll 4:3® p.m. and then studly hour froom 5 tillll
549 pam. Took a rum imtw Hythe and bought not books,, draawiingg
mdteriaslks , etc..

Went to bed at 10 p.m. but am feelingg much bettear
tadayy. .

Weellnesday;, Novemberr 14 - Friday,, Novembenr 16

Cauwrrireld on wiithh the Lewis gun, rinngy sight,, aeriadl gun,,
etc.. everny day froom 8:3® a.m. umtill 5:40 pom. It is the sane
thiirgy day afteasr day but I'lm enjmpingg it alll very mumch.. The
wamthear is always muggy and there is littlée flyigg beingy done
here these days.

The Italiamn lime is stifféeinigg somewhat,, and the
Franco-Britislsh aid sesnmse to be doingy same good.. Lloydteorgge has
come im for a greatt deall of critidisiem for his very framkk speedh
in Paris, regaxddngg the manner im whidh we are wagingy war - not
as Allliess but as separatbe natitorss. To my mindl it is wihat we
needitxl and as a resultt we have the Alllieel War Coumncill. We shouldl
have had it two years ago..

The R.F.(C. and R.N.A.$S. are being amalgemattdd and the
new Air Force billl is goirg thmomgdh its readiiipss im parlidareent
now. It wiilll meam that I'Ill liked}y have to giwe up my ammy
commiissibon and be trcarsfEeredd to the Air Forcess wiitth a new
commissiomn . I would ratther have ret@nedd my identityy wiithh the
Royall Scots but "c'estt la guerre.."

Saturdieyy;,, Novembear 17

Warkedl on the Lewis gum alll mmrningg and passest my firstt
two testss. In the afteemoonn Nordem and I walked! along the sea
framtt to Hythe; had tea at Cane'ss and spent the remaimderr of the

tibme shoppingg .
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Had a lettear froom Reg. He has had a bad wound im the
elbesw,, but luckilyy no fracttmree. He has had a bad titne of it
being one of the last survivorss of his batteryy im eight days im
the Ypres salibertt. In Framcee he had four operationas but is new
restihpy easiear im hospited] im Bimmiigbhmh! He must findl it
loneseniee but it is impossiblée for me to get leawe just at
presemt. However I'lll do my best to keep him im lettesss. Alsw
had news frnoom WWiIlf who is foolishh enouglh te wisthh to get badk te
the infanttryy or make a chamgee of same sort.

Wiote letteess im the eveniiygg and went to bed earlyy.

Had a lettear fioom Crawfomd. Two days aftexr I left
Glencomsee the 3/The Royall Scots was moved te Muillinggeawm, Irvedhmdd.
No doubt we were expectedd same figltingg theres. I'hm gladl I
escapeld Irelbmdd for they are awfullyy fedl up wiith condlitiooss.

Sunday,, November 18

Up earlly and to work as usuall for there'ss no Sunday
rest here. But am just as pleaseell. Went ahead wiithh the imdean
(?) testss and work on the gun.

Nuoithiitgy of importomwee happemsll. The weather was clondly
and dulll as usual.

Nhundlay,, Novembar 19

On the gun as usuwall but we stamédd on finingpg on the
ranges. It took me same time to bemwome: used to the Rimgy Sight.
I usedl about 300 roumds .

Had lettesss froom fattiear and Aiileesn and Inny.. Thimgs
seeem to be goingy alll rigit theree thougth I supposee they are very
lonellyy. RAilessn sessms happy,, but she missess us all.. Am gladl to
hear that she has such a good frieedd in Metty. Inmmy is at last
im the toesmohless agaim and I feell sonny for himm.

The Italiamss sessm to@ be resistirigg more stroogdyy but it
is a great disasteer. The Gemmamss and Ausstribass are now
attbanptingg to foroe the Plamee and I would not be surprisedd if the
Italianss were fomeed to talke up a new lime agaim. A rout cannott
be stoppeeld im a day. The more I see of this war the prouder I am
that I am of Ruiitisbh birtth. We are the one natibom that has made
good im this war thougih I"wee no doubt the Ameericaass (for they are
for the most part of the same breex)) wiilll do just as wedll..

Twesday,, November 20

Anotherr dulll day but is brigliteeerdd up considkiabby y
aftar lumcdh and there was a great deall of flyiinpg. Waent on wiithh
our work at the ramges but same of the work is disouragpigg at
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times .

Had anotlhmr lettiear froom Reg and he appeanss te be
loressomee. But I am gettilgy lemwee on Dec.. 1st and wiilll spendl my
four days witlh himn. It wiilll be a treatt for botlh of us for I am
just as eager to see him. It is now threse years simces we lastt
saw each other and just by a miiraclles, nothiingg less,, we are both
alivee taday.. And he is tlhe best pal I ever had.. It was a happy
day for me for I alsw receiiedd word fioom Beth. By this tinme
she,, Nbs.. Waastee and Chmarless wiilll be im summy Callifoorrdiaa. I do
hope that the chamgree wiilll do Betlh good.. It would make me very
happy if after the war I couldl campyy on wiithh my law dowm thenee.
But it is impossibdeée. I wisth to be where I cam make the most
money and where I can make Betlhh happy.. Money may be a curse as
some peoples affiimm but, aftesr all,, one canmot be happy wiithmut
it,, more especialyy Betlh and me. But it'ss a long time to thinkk
aheadl and the futtmes is so umcertadnn that I reallyy think it'ss a
waste of my tiime to worry over it.. And Betlh is very happy these
days, whicdh is good news.. I only wisth that I couldl be.

Lloydi-€cerogge has scomesll anothwr tangett tadmy in the
House whem he repliced to the ex-Presmierr. He swept everythlingg
befonree hitm he is sucdh a powerfill man. Thamk God that we have
suclh a man at the presemtt. Lord Matthcliffée who has just
retirnedd froom Bhds miissibon im the Umited] Statess is mekingy same
stamtlingg stmaémmatss but that is what this countnyy needs. The
old staiil Emglishh Corservativee would not altesr his opimiom if the
warldl were to come te an end and the radicsd]l Warthcliffée gets on
the nerwess of such peoplez. Why we made sucthh a mudidle at the
begimrihgg of the war cam best be answenmeeld by these same
Corservativees. They nearlyy lost the war for us but theaik heawen
"thie old order changetth yielldingg placee te new."

Had letteess fioom Reg's nursingg sistear im Framcee but it
was tem days late. Alsw had word froom one of Reg's gun-matess
reganddingg Reg's valuatblbss whhicdh have beem sent on teo me. Wiote
letteass t@ Reg and Ross of the Gordamss and Wilf..

Watlnesdimyy , Novembear 21

Did rotteen workk on the ramges tadmy exceptt on my finingg
at the aeruplhare targett. The weathar was "muggy" so thene was no
flyyiingg .

Had a bad night of it last night - one of my old tiime
sleaplbsss nightss that I had for so many mumths at the begimringg
of the year.. The roar of the sea - we are just about 100 feet
off the beacdh was likelyy the cause. Them the blindl knolh kept
tickingg on the wintbow and at each tickk same frieand of mine was
dying;. When wiill I ever get over such weindl dremns.??
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The Rritishh have made anotlenr push, this time im the
St. Quemtim directionn. That is splesrdiild work and no doubt we
caught the Boche aslesgp. We have dailyy gaims im the Palestinee
and it is splendiild work.. The Royall Scots - our territboidksls -
same im for a lot of praissee im today'ss dispattbh. Gemerall Nandke'ss
deatth of two days age is a distiimtt loss to the Emphire. A
confararee of Ameericean and Rritishh leadenrss, naval,, miilithayy and
polititad]l taddk placee at Dowming Streett yesteaddyy. It is
inteessitigg to thidk what this wiilll meam im the futuwee centuriess.

Receivedd Reg's parosl]l fioom Frameee and wrote te Cpl..
Nindy theamkiigg him.

Thursday;, Novembear 22

The news today made great rezdlimgi. The attamdkk by the
Rritishh froom the St. Quemtim linee to the scanpee was carrieed out
wiithhoutt artilléeyy preparstioen of any sort - an event unheandd or
undreaeiedd of im this war. The tamks - "and therse were hundresids
of thesn" - opemextl the way thnomgih the beltss of wiire.. Our cavalryy
pustexll on aftesr the Firstt systbem had beem occupieed by our goaod
old "foot-skdggerst's". 8000 prissoreass are reportedd so far.. Ower
100 of our law flyihpy plames did great work in demmoralizingg emesmy
tnoopss and luckilyy only elesvesn are miissiiigg. I felt bettesr all
day..

Carrrieell on wiithh ramge work. Firesi about 600 roumdss and
meEnagexl to pass the "surprisek" and "applicatiomh" testss.

Receivieeld no mmill but wwotee a lettear t@ Reg.. I must be
so larespommee for him and wisth I couldl thiitkk of same way of

"buckiitygg hitm up"..

Went for a lomg walk tomiglitt wiithh Nordem alonrgy the
seafioortt on the lomg promenztite. The lomg desertbdd places sesns to
remimdl one of war as mmuch as if one were im the tmeschHess. The
nightt was very wamm and I was thinlingg of tlhe once happy crowwdl
that must have promemsi®dd here im the good old days of peace.

Friday,, Novembear 23

NMore news of the great wvictooyy. Ower 10,0000 Boche
priscoreess and more comimg. We are withim 2i]1miiles of Camibrai but
fooom the loak of the countnyy we have same hardl figlitingg to talke
it.. An old custbom has beem brougiitt badk te lifiez. The bellss all
over Emgland were rumng today. We need somethingg likee that im
these dulll winter days fulll of misenyy for mwst famiiliess. Workedl
alll day on the ramgess and did fainyy wedll.. Fimeell about 400
roumds.. Am enjumyingg it all very much..

Wedthenr - veryy wamm and summeerlidee. There was plemtly
of flyingg fuoom our aemuiomee.
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Satumdisy , Novambear 24

Went on wiitlhh the ramge work. The weather was coldl so
did not enjmy it as usual. Want imtw Hythe at tem-timmee for we
had a halff holiddyy - our omnly one for the week. Did same
shoppiitgg and mmnagestl to secumee same Can.. and Ameericaan mmagazinmess
for Reg. Came hame befaonree dimmerr and wrote t@ Reg. Affter dimmer
spent the eveninpy im wmitihgy to Bethh and fathear.

The Italiamss are now holdiityg the ememy on the Piame
River lime. Franco-Britisleh tnompss are assistingg thesm. The
Russicarss are out of it.. The Bwmlshewikks heldl the balacee of poser
and they are nothiingg but a gamg of bladdgiwadds. They are
offeningy peace tamms to the Boche but the enemmy is too wary a
breastt to ever pay mmch attesrtidnn te him. He is sure - as we are
= that the Bolshewikks wiill not last lomg as a govemmmemnit .

Sunday,, November 25

On the ramgess alll day and made same fainyy good scoress.
Receivieeld a lettiar fnoom Mbrs.. Thomas and answerneeld it.. She is very
good t@ me.

Nbimday,, November 26

Carrieed on wiitlhh the Lewis gun on the ramges and made a
goodl scores agaim on the "surprisei" targett. Finishlkedd my testiss on
the "stoppemes®"” and short surprisee target:. This fimishess my
testiss wiithh the groumd sectibon.

Mothiitgy of importamcee reporttdd im today'ss papers. Cwol..
House and the Americean miissipon te@ Paris are doingy good worlk im
comingy to a completee understhndingrg wiithh the Fremch. The Ameericam
Missioon was very successfilil im Emglarnd.

Lord Maithcliffée has refiiseeld the offer of Air Mimistesr
and his brotlimr Lord Rotlhmmerre has beem appoimbtdd and acceptedd.

Wote to Reg and Beth..
Tuesday,, Novembar 27

Spent the day at the Lympne Aeradipowre and at MNircrafiit
Parlkk. The lattesr is a huge place. Studieeld the diffeerrentt types
of mmachimess and watdiesll dozenss landiipy and stantingg on the take-
off.. Am very plemseed wiitlhh the "bus'" that we shalll have - the
Bristoll Fighterr or the DE4. They are botlhh "peadiess" and the loaalk
of thesm giwes one plemtyy of confiilbewwee. Some of our chaps tawk
their firstt joy ridke on the RE7's providkedd for that purpose. It
was a most inteyessingg day - probaidly the most intenessiriglg I have
spent im the Army..
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The Italiamss sessm to be holdiipy the line stesdidyy now
and I thinkk the warst is over.. The BRritishh are puttihgg up a
greatt figiht im fromt of Camibraii and it was liwelly for us that we
carriceld Bowlan Wood im sucdh a way the firstt day..

Wethesday;, November 28

Spent the day at the aemcddeomwre and it was quite as
intevestinigly as yesterddyy. In the latee aftesmoonn witnessedd the
mest mervellboss stumtss I have ever seem im the air.. A chap im a
Sopwotih Baby looped], side rollbed, did the spimringg nose diwe and
everythlingg that I suppasee one cam do im the air.

Receivedd a lettiar fiuoom Wilf datexl Novembenr 3rd -
somewhatt belateell. Als® one fioom Immy who is now well intw the
mud wiithh the 78th Camadisiss. I pityy himm.

Wiorttderfilll  flyyiinpy weenthenr. Brightt and clear and just
enougih wind to be comffortaidée. Wmwte teo Reg that he may expect:
me on Satimddyy for sure. I am so anxionss te see him. Alsm wrote
to Nbs.. Waste.

Thursday , Novembar 29

Up befonre dayliigditt as uswall and caught the car-aabbana
to the aemodkdtoomre. Was left to mpselff alll day so just wandeneeld
aromurd! mekingy a note of things. Saw the new DHS at clase
quartesss for the first time. It is a damdly lookiiggg bus.. Couldl
not get a fligiitt for the class is ratther lange as the last one
was.. But same of the chaps were sent to theinr squadinomss today. .

Friday,, Novemberr 30 - Londem

Had a ceremonicd] paradbee at Wl0a.m. and it was a
completee famee as it shoulld have beem..

Caughtt trmiin at Hiythe at 1:40 and arrmiveed Londam 5
p.m... Had a romom at the Regent Palace:. Waent to the Corner House
for tem and met Oby O'Brieen of Queemss and the R.F.(C. He has just
had a crasth wiitth four hours more flyihgy to do for his wings. As
a resultt he now has 3 weeks lemwee and 2 mumthss rest but he feelss
fed up about it..

Niet Len Smiith MLC. (8Se. Queens)) and now a liewt.. im the
Can.. Raillwayy Troops. He is just goingy on lesmwe to Canade aftear
nearlyy 3 years im Framcee. Oby, Len and I had dimmenr togetliesr at
the Troisthyss (?). Them went to the Coliseemm and saw a good
shaow..

Went badk to the Jemmyn Court Hotell and met Alex
Fourniesr (Queens & 6th F. Cw.) and Clmarliee Gage who used to
captaiin the WYarsityy Rughy F. Team. Alex is a sub im the Can.



Enginemss and CHmarlice im the Railivegy Troops. We chatteeld umitill
about 3 a.m..

Saturdisy, Dec. 1 - Binmiirgbhem

Caughtt the 9 a.m. traiin and arriveed at noom..
Registeeedd at the Queems and immeediatedyy went out to Reg - the
hospitad] was about 6 miiles owut..

It was a very happy time for botlh of us - a time Iwe
loakestl forwandd teo for years. He was stilll im bed for tlhe wound
is stilll disdimpingg. He looks older but fainyy wedll.. We talkeed
of everythlingg under the sum for we had not semm one another simces
Sept.. 1914.. It was tlhe happiestt tilme I have spent since: leawiingg
Edmontorn last Nay and I thiirdkk Reg feltt the same.. I stogseeld wiithh
himm umitill I was afraidd they were goingy to kidk me out.. Got imtm
towm latee and went toe bed..

Sunday,, Decamber 2

Up at 9 amm. and aftear a late breakfastt spent anotther
day wiitlh Reg.. I remaineed tillll p00 p.m. and evem them the time
semed] to flyy so quidklyy that it sesmel as thouglh we only had a
few miinutess togethiear. Reg has ordemrss to be moved to the Camadisamn
Comwalesceemt Camp at Epsom so I'we made araagegsnesitss so that I
cam talke him dowm as he has to chamgee tra@iivss im Londam and we may
as weelll have the tinme togetileax. Reg has chamgesll a lot and has
the rigit stufff im him. He wiilll make goodl aftexr the war. I
cam't understhandd Wilf 's attifthdée at alll but perhaps it is becausee
I know Reg bettear.

Nlnnday,, Decambenr 3 - Londem

Had breakfasit and phomedl the hospitedl. They imfbomeekd
me that Reg's ordenss had beem cancellédd. Douibtingg this I went to
the trziin at 11 amm. and was toldl by the mesdlicddl orderly that his
name was not on the list. I bought a big box of chocolatéss and
went out to the hospitadl only te findl that Reg had beem moved. I
went to orderlyy rmom and trieell to have the telbphboee orderlyy
"crimmest!" but thesy would not telll me his name. I demandeell to be
paradbell to the commendantt but he was out (the lians)).

Caught: the firstt traiin teo Londam feelinpy prettyy sickk
over it all.. Foundl I was too late to get to Bimmihgbham. Had
dimmenr wiitth Oby and a navall offficear who is workingg on a flyingg
inventionn - a paradintbe fioom an aeraplbamee. Last momtth he
experinmeartédd by droppiinggg out of an R.EB firstt at 1200 and next at
5000 feet.. He showed! me the photass takein duriitgy his drop.. He
expectss to perfectt it for it is an imventionn that wouldl have
saved] hundresbs of aimmen'Ss liwess by this time.. He was an

intenestingg as welll as a courEwessS mAN..
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The threee of us went to the Coliseenm aftesr dimmen:. At
about miidnigiitt met 00UHydZeReynoldds (mow a sub im the Pioneens))
who was badlyy woundesi and is now gettihgg badk te duty. The
hotelss were alll fillédd up so slept im Len Smiith'ss bed..

Toesday,, Decamber 4 London-BissomHyylidhe

Up at 6 am. and out to Epsom to see Reg. Foumd himm
lyiirgy huddlesi up im bed, sidk, im a miiserabilée dirttyy hut wiithoutt
heat and no atteertiann. Soon got the doctarr and had a tallk wiithh
him.. As a resultt Reg was moved to the NEmor War Hompitedl at
noon.. Had a short tallk wiithh Reg who sesmedl im good spiritss
befome I left him. I certminlyy hatesl to lemwes him.

Aunrivieeld im Londam and had lumchh wiitthh oBby Hiilll
Armstroorgg, and Framk Jones of the 6tlhh Co. Got all the news of
thhe old boys.. Just had time to get somethlingg for Beth for
Chrristhiess and catadh the traiin at Cheringg Cross at 3 pam. Auriveeld
Hythe witlh alll the bunch at 6:30 p.m. and went to bed rigihtt aftear
dimneir as I was feelingg unwelll wiitth a cold..

The Russsicarss have agreessl on an armiistitee wiitlhh the
Germamss and it looks like= a tmuwees betwweesn thesm.

Weedthenr = cold & miiserabilbe.

Weetlnesday , Decambar 5 - Hythe

Up at 6:4% and to work at 8 amm. Just loitesedd about
the aemdideoree doimgy littlée of anythingg. To bed earlyy as was
feelingg sidk.

Receiviedd a nice lettibar fooom Beth.. ple sesms to be the
only one im Canadte who has not forgottérn me.

Thorsday;, Decambar 6

My day for a fligditt - my firstt one. Had Lieut.. BeStli =
a Camadican - for pileat. Left the Lympne Aeradioore im an R.E.77 at
9:15.. Proceestbeld via Folkestooee, Dower,, Deal,, Néargates, Wihistalblbe,
imbadd over Camtenthuyy, Ashfond], Rye and home.. The fligditt towk
over 2¢ hours and we must have coveresdl about 200 miiless. Took
quitee a feww notess duringy the Ffirstt hour but it was cold work as
we were at 8000 - 1000 feet altithdée. The last part of the
fligdltt was off my map so umintenessimighg. But I enjopesed it all
very much and am goingy toe like it evem bettear when I get inte the
fightingg limess - the D.H.4 or Bristiodl Fighterr.

Receivedd a lettiear fooom Reg as I do every day now. He
is im a good hospitad] now and enjoyiigg it.. Feelihpg unweelll .



Fridizy,, Decambar 7

Did nothiitgg alll day except hamg armund the aemcshioomee.
Had a lectinee on the aeriaddl camers aftesr lumcdh. Went to bed
earlly as my coldl gets wurse.

No news of any importamcee. The Boche caught us nappiigy
whem they atthakleedd on Nov.. 30th. Someome: is to@ blaammee and I hope
he is welll punistiedd for it.. The Italiamss are figlitingg well now.
The Boche are comcentiaibigg theinr eastssrnm tnmompss on our framt now
and we are goingy t@ have an awfull "do"™ there soom..

Saturdiey,, Decambear 8

Had the mmrninggy off to go te Hythe and cast my vote in
the Can.. electionss. @df course I votedl for Gen.. Gireisbambh and
Ciorsseripptioen. It sessm curibmiss that my firstt vote should have
beem for the Bordean gow't.. But if thesy always have as good a
platféomm I shalll always vote Cmnservativee. There is no doubt
about Can.. opimibom on this side.

Paradbell to the NML.O. who gave me meetliciee. Went to bed
at noom as I feltt prettiyy poorlyy - a bad coldl and neuralgjaa im the
head..

Niomday,, Decamberr 10
Have beem im bed for the last two days.. Felt bettear
this p.m. and got up for awiliilee. Wiote to Beth, Reg, Alilessn,
Ndarj,, and Johm..
Tuesday,, Decambenr 11

4103 ti feelinpy graggyy but went up to the droome and did
absolutiedyy nothiingg but freesee alll day. It is coldl evem im our
flyingg coats. Felt very fed up.

Weethnesday;,, Decambar 12

Just humngy armurd the drome.. Leamest notlhimgg and did
nothiiygg. Had a game of brilye im the evening.

Weedtherr stilll coldl.
Thorsday;, Decambear 13

The sane as yesterddyy. HSome of Group I were reamowestl to
Groyp II at the Redoubt. Kept wamm all eveniitypy by the finee for
my cougth is wvery bad..

Parliammesit is meking a fulll imquilyy inte the disasteer
of Nov. 880th whem same senimr officerss were certsihlyy to blane.



1.3
But this is Sir Domnglass Hhig'ss job. It is not the work of a lot
of squealingy politicianss who overestiimée a victooyy and are the
firstt to squeall whem we have a reverses. gSudh men thiikk thesy kmow
more about it thwan the man at the front .

Friday,, Decambear 14

Stayeetl arcmundl the Lympne Aeradioome alll day.. Read
"Vamityy Fair'' most of the time. Examimeeld our newest machimes, the
RTl, but its abilityyy is stilll a guess.

Wiote letteass to Reg and the girlss. Wedther - very
coldl..

Satumdisyy , Decamber 15

Transfraredd to Groywp II so went to the Lower Aeradipomee
at the Redoubt. Spent the firstt part of the mmringy shootihgg at
clay pigeonss wiithh a repeateer shot gun. At 11 am. had a 40
minutee flipditt im a Big AW. Thimk the pilat trieel to put the
windd up me and he nearlyy succeeel®dd. Got intw a sham-fipditt wiithh
anotler bus and we did a lot of stumtingy - none toom pleasatt for
I had to staardl up thwomgdhh it all..

Nordeam came dowm fooom the Redoubtt aftesr lumcth. Went
intw Hythe for tea togetliesr and did same shoppixgy. NMet "lizzid'e"
NEecDonalld who used to be im the 6th C.E.'s now a sub im the Can.
Inf.. Sat by the fimee and readl duringy the evenirgy. Wote a
lettear to Gramdipa and one te Reg. It does not leaagk as thaaghh I
wouldl get Christinmass lemwe.

Sunllay, Decanber 16

Ready 'WAanity Fair" all moorningg as aftesr 12 hours
flyiipg duty we have 24 hours rest((?)). Waent to the dome in the
afteemnonn but theres was no flyiigy as the weathar was "dud" once
agaim.

Playestl briddgee alll eveninygg as there'Ss absolutedyy nothhiingg
else= to do.

There sesnms t@ be no movememtt on the wariomss fromtss
exceptt for our occupationn of Jemussddram. But the figlitingg on the
Ttaliaan and Wéestenm fromtss is especiallyy fieacee and the sufferingg
must be very ternibllée. The RusspGeemann armmistitee has begum and
lastss umttill Januwayy 12th. The Russicarss wdilll fimd! themselless im a
tzegp but I belibawe that its govemmmentt wiilll be overthhowwn agaim
and themn anytliigg may happen. In the meantibee it is quites
evidemt that the Germamss are troansPeringig theinr tmoopss to Framcee
and Ttallyy and the mmssess are goingy te be great.



Nhnnday,, Decamber 17

Went to the Lower dmome but the flyihgg weather is agaim
a wash out. Loungetl arcuumtl the mess at the Redoubt.. Had the
chamcee of examimiingg the Boche aeriadl mmchinmee gum wihich was on the
Albatiosss browgihtt downm im Englant recentlyy. I dom't thinkk it cam
tawcdh our Lewis gun..

Playestl bridizee im the afteemnonn and taak a walk intm
Hythe. Had a lectiuee im the eveniiigy on "Aeridl Fightihgg is
2' seatert" by a Squadmoon Commamnderr just back fooom the fromt:. It
was a poor lectiure and a waste of tiimee. Read tillll late=.

Receiveell a lamg lettear fioom Wilf todmy and he seesms to
be deternmihedd on the chamgee bacdk to a combatantt wmit..

Teesday,, Decamber 18

Havingy a mooming'$s rest whem we were imfbomeed that the
remaimdker of Group II (Aeriadl Sectibm)) was to move to the Redoubtt
near the Lower Aeradipome to fimishh our flyinpg. We all felt
prettyy siclk about it,, the hotell has beem so comffortaidée. Packest]
up by noom and procesei®dd to the Redoubtt by mudtor.. The weather
was ''dud" so we spent the afteemoonn shootingg at clay pigeomnss and
at the smmlll surprisee targetss. It was very coldl and we came near
freevingg .

Came badk to tihe Redoulitt and got settllédd. We are
isollabdd more or less - about four miiles up the coast,, and a
blestk lookiiigg coastt at that.. The Redoubitt was buiilt im Napoleom'ss
tiime for the purpasee of repellilngg the than threesdéredd imvasioon of
Englandl. OQu raoom - Nuoble,, Linfand], Speddmeaan and I - has
concretee wadlls but we have a firegrldeee so that helps. The mess
is just as rougih but the foadl is very good.. It is not
comffortdilée to get badk to a slesgpngyg bag once agaim but I
suppasee we shalll get usedl te it.. I'wee experieanedd wurse.

834t armunt the fireppdeee alll eveniirgy and chatteeld. An
air raidl but no news..

Wethnesday;, Decambar 19

Had a stnadfPe firstt thingy for the serwantss had nothhiigy
rexdly im the mmming. Resultt - we were seversdyy stnaffed by the
O.C.. Had a fligditt at 11 aum. but it was tew cold te be
enjopest. Just workedl the gun on numermiss targetss and got rathher
fedl up stamdingg up in the hdcdld blast!™.

Pff duty at noon.. Was greatlyy encowmaedd when I sa&w
the news that comscripstdon had passeell in Canada by a laugee
majerityy . Had letterss fioom Reg and Miarjj and a cardl froem Beth whe
was just en route for Los Amgeles. It sesms ages simae I last



heardl fnoom her..

Waent down to the hotell for prep.. but had a bathh
imsteaeld. An air raidl was on at 6:30 so they calmly gave the
order that we must walk to the Redoubitt and must not have dimmenr
at the hotell. The air was blue for awihilee. We stamtédd out teo
get taxiss but the bus arrmiiweeld unexpecteedyy .

Affter dimmerr I was imfbomeeld that the orderlyy officeess
had not arriveed and I was "it'". More gnashingg of teetth. Wiisiteed
my sentriess and then sat dowm and wrotee letterss to Betlh and Reg..
Went to bed late after a lomg tallkk wiithh Noble and Lunfond] of the
Waasurckss .

The Russimars have agreesdl on an armistitee wiitth the Boche
and I ratthesr hope that theyy get theinss. A great deall of air
figltingg as the weather is good for flyiimgg.

Last night a Gotha was brought down off Folkestboee.
One of our patralks went out te the rescnes. The Boche put a time
bamb under the wreckagee. When it was beingy towedl im the bomb
explostbeld killimgg 2 or 3 of the sailboss. The Boche should have
beem shot then and there:. Wimt wouldl have happemred to one of us
im similaar cincomrsthacess .

Thorsday;, Decambear 220

Just got up im tiime for breakfastt. Weedther "dud" so no
flyingy im afteemnonn. Did shootihgg at clay pigemiss, a ratihear
umintenessiniglg job. Had a joy ridie for 40 minutess wiitth Wdlkimgtbnn
on an A.W.

Friday,, Decambar 21

Readl "Vawmityy Fair'" part of the mmrningg and wrote a lomg
lettear to Beth.. Receiveedd word fioom Reg. Had flyiinpg im the
afteemnonon but did not get up there is such a crowdl of us. Was
much interessédd im a Bristod]l Fightear whidh was doing same
stumtingg. Wmote to Reg and to fathier. Nuothinpy happemihgg on any
fromt: . Wéedtheir very cold.. Air raidl over us.

Satmrdiay;, Decamber 22

Weedthenr agaim umffit for flyinpg. Went dowmn to the

Impericd] for physicsd] jemks im the afteemnonn and theyy kept us im
the raim. Could not get a traarspantt badk tilll 6:45. Had tea
wiithh Nordem im Hythe. Net Harry Springy who is wiithh the Kiltiee
Bn. fooom Queens. Had mmil fooom Reg. Dwon't know wihat I'dl do if
he didn'tt wmritee oftesn for he's the only one who ever takess the
trondblee teo wmditee.  Adr raidl over us and we couldl not get badk to
thhe Redoubtt umtill lemg aftexr the dimmer hour..



Sunday,, December 23

Up befamee dayliiglitt and had twe fligditks - one wiithh Gi.
Boltoom and the other withh Lieut.. Lamb on the AW.'s. Did not
feell any tom well for the smoke fioom the exhaustt was prettlyy
awfful..

Sat aromurd alll afteemnonon and rezdl Rabert Service'Ss "The
Preteantiat'!'. Amotherr air-rpidd but the Boche put notlhingg our way..

Nimnday,, Decemberr 24

Loungestl arouundl alll mmrningg for flyimpy duty does not
commencee umitill noom.. Read HelEhePreteswtbel'" and I like the mmrall
of the stomy. But I''m afraiild that evem Rabert Servicce himselff
cannott practitess what he preachess. Like most idealss it is beywidl

the grasm.

Had sicx fligditss im the afteemoonn and enjmpeet thesm
thougih one of the testss was difficadit. The joy-riddngg was
spleandiild for thems was a thim haze whidh sesmed] t@ cause a callm
and settllédd feelingg evem whem flyinpy. Felt very tireell by tea-

Just sat armumt my finee aftesr dimmenr and thowgfitt of
other Christiness eves - 1914, im whiidh I sat by mypselff all eveniirgy
im my reom at Kingstoom - 1915 whem I had a workingy partyy im the
tnesrotiess at Kemmel Eiill,, how it raiireell and we got hame aftear
miidnigiitt te fird most of the croowdl im our hut at Louchaff Famm
tpinpg to kegp up theinr spiritss. About one thindl of theem have
BYgoree Weest™ - 1916 whem I was im bed im the Samedsom Hospitedl and
very illl and not cariingy whether I als» went Wéest.. Thamlk Heavenl!
Betlh and the peoplee have never knowm how clasee I was to it. -
1917 Receiviedd a lovelyy lomgy lettttar fuoom Betlh and it has tummestl a
miiserailée Clristimass imt a compzarativelly happy one. How I wisth I
were withh her!!

The crowdl im the mess are "makingy merry" and here'ss
hopingy that next Chwisttmess Eve wed'lll begim to practicee wihat they
are now singiigg "Peacee on Eartth and good wiilll towardis men".. It
has beem a keem dissppointthenanht to be separstbédd fuoom Reg on thiiss
night. .

Tuesday, December 25 - Chwistimass Day

Was up befanee daylightt and was soom flyiinpg - fimishingg
my test im Growp II. Had an aericdl combat {usiitgy my camerz gun))
wiitth No. 5 mechime2. Them went for a joy-ritdée so as to get im my
timee. It was a treatt to be able to sit dowm im my cockpitt and
get particdlyy out of the wind. The day was gloribmsiyy brighnt but
very "lumpy" belbsw 3000 feet.. Who ever imaginmeed that I would
ever be stamtingg a Christtmass day im this way!!
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Came bacdk earlly and got clesareeld up. Had Chwistimass
dimmerr at noom - not a very hilmiduss affamr for the majorityy of
the boys were out.. I dom't blame thesm for waming to get away
froom this redoubt. Such a Goitk-fasakéen placed!

Sat by my finee alamee alll afteemoonn and thouwgit and
dreaameztl a lot.. Finishiedd my lettesr to Beth and statted to reamd
"Dear Enemy™.

Was very illl im the eveniipy - it must have beem the
plumm puddingy - and went to bed quite: earlly. And so endetih
anotler Chwristimass day - my sevemtth fioom hame and alll that thiaat
means.. [ wonder where the next wiilll be!!

Wetinesdayy , Decamber 26

stilll felt prettyy rodky so just stagesl by the finee alll
day as theme was no flyiingy. News has just came of our firstt raiidl
on the Gemman towm just beyard the Rhime - Nomheiim. It was a
sornyy day for the Hun whem he stk at the Roitishh peoples ratther
thean at the ammy. We wiilll pay him badk im his own coim wiith
intenestt .

Had a lettear fuoom Reg and answeresll it.. He was very
dissppaoiiné@dd at Christhmass over my imabillifyy to obtain lemwe .

Thursday, Decamber 27

Wedther too "dud" for flyilgg so had comtestss im
stnipppagg the NLG. Had lettear fuoom Wilf who expectss leawes aboutt
the 6th of Januanyy.

The Russicaiss are stilll carmmpingg on withh peaces
negoticgtidonss wiitth the Hums.. The fommer are going to be badlyy
bitteen. Wedther - extreanedyy cold and raw. Wimote to Aumt WViec..

Friday,, Decambear 28

Wedther fit for flyiingg but the grauyyp was too crowded] to
work me im.. 5% the snap-dioits takesn duriirgy my aericd]l combat and
thesy are fainrx. Heard fioom Reg and answereell his lettear.

Ss8atudday Decamber 29

Had to talke physicadl traiimngg on the sea fromt and it
was very cold work. Ssdt by the finee alll afteemoonn and eveniingg
and remtl Madterliwkis s "The Dwuble Gardem'''. His ess®my on
BEBineetity™ is especiallyy finmee but tow idealistidc for our humdrmm
imperfectt warld. Alsw fimishbdd readiiipg Rabert Service'Sss "The
Pretengdbst" - an intenesgingg yamm wiitlh a splesrdiild mmoral..



Sunday,, December 30

Receiviedd a lettear froom Beth froom Califioyrmaa and was so
gladl to hear that they are enjoyingg the lifle theree so mmch.. Alsm
heardl froom Reg.. Amsweresd botlh lettesss. I womder why I dom't
hear fimoom home. Have tlhesy forgotiérn us altogethbe??

Affter lumcth had a flighitt wiithh Kennedjy for 880 miinutess.
Did 100 roundks at the groundl silhoouettéss and thean went imlbadd for
a joy-riikde.

Playeetl bridigre im the eveniirgy. Wéedthenr miistyy and
miiseraidbe .

Mmday,, December 31

The last day of 1917 and wihat a year!! I only wish that:
I couldl liwe the Ffirstt fiwe monmths of it over agaim.

Affter lumcth had a fligditt wiithh Kennedly. Had an aeriadl
combatt wiitlh my camerm gum and a lamg joy-ridke. Went imlhawd but
had a diffitedit time gettihgg bacdk it was so "bumpy”™. The bus was
never stesally for two secoondss at a time. Had gum-strippingg
comtestss im the mess..

Receiviead a wire froom Hoogtern(?P)) now on leawes im Londam
but it is impossiblée for me to get away.. Wmwte to fathiesy,
Hoogtenpp and Immy and at last got a lettear off te Clayt.
Buitchartt .

Tuesdzmy, Janmanyy 1, 19138

Did practicadlyty nothiingg alll day. Wedtherr dud for
flyitwg . Just sat by the finee by mpselff readingg and betwessm tiimes
thinkingg of the New Years'' days of the past years.

Weadlnesdbyy , Jamuanyy 2

Flyiiygg as usual.. MNostly joy ridiingg just to get im
flyingg tiomee. Kennedyy, my pilat is a decemt felldww and we enjmy
our runs im the air togetliesr. Wish that I could go oversssmss wiitlh
just sucdh a felldow.

Thursdtey , Jammayy 3

Did 2 hours flyihpy in morningg so as to fimisbh my Group
2 flyipg. Was imfObomeeld that I was te be drafibted overseass about
the 9th and to leawe the sciheaell about the 5th. Have 12 hours to
fimiskh yet.. Had about 10 minutess for lumcth and thhem went badk te
the drome to do my hour'ss heightt and m. gun test at 10,000' on
the Bristol]l Fighten. Starteed the rum at 3 pam. and we cliinBeeld
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lilkkee a biodl. To be behimill such an engines as the 200 H.P.. Raolls
Royce was a treat.. The speedl is so greatt that I foumdl it
impossiblée to standtl up im the cockpitt. It simplyy thresw me badk
over the fuselhgge. I was nearlyy frozesn befames I lamdbed .

Fridey,, Januanyy 4

Uy befonee dayliigjitt and had my choicee of the Bristodl
Fightear or D.H. 4. Took the former. Noble on the D.H.4 was to
have an aericl combat witth me at paQ000. ur bus rose and about
9000" our engimee broke out imfldemess. We diwel and side-siippedd
to 3000'.. The finee diedl out, so the engimee was stantédd and once
agaim we rose to 10,000@.. Just begimringg te workk my gum I
noticeeld shaviipgs cominmgy out froom undemmesthh my taill but could not
make my pilot understhndd. Carrieed on wiithh the combat and aftear
fininpg rockett diwedl for home.. Landesl but bouncesH about a0 so
stantbéed up agaim. Went armuntl drommee but engimes conkedl. Naarlyy
togk the top of a hangar but mmmagesl to lamdl rigiht sidie up. Bus
declaardd dud for the day..

Affter lumch went up wiithh the rest of the draft to
Sandliingg and went thoomghh the gas chamber and fimishbdd the test.

Played] bridizee im the eveniirgy. '"The End of a Perfectt
heDHyn

Saturdisy, Januamy 5 - Londem

Upp at dayliiggitt and packel up. Wemt down to Hythe and
wiretl to Reg to meet me im Londom. Wote the exam (did faindyy
welll)) and caughtt the 11 o'dbekk traiin for Londam .

Meet Reg at 2 p.m. at the Regent Palaces Hdtel.. He was
lookiitgy very welll and was awffullyy gladl to see hiim once mwre.. Had
luncth and we spent: the rest of the day chattingg.

Sunday,, Januaryy 6 - Febrouamyy 5

Up at 6:3D but did not get to the MNEmor War Hogpitdl at
Epsom umtill 10 o'dbokk. Saw Reg's @wC.0. and obtaiiwedd four days'
leawe: for himn. Came imtmw towm and Reg and I got a roaom togethest .

For the next mmmnth our times togetllerr were happy ones..
I reportesl to go oversesss threee tiimes but eadh time was tummeed
down.. On Jam.. 26tlh I evem got as far as the boat at Folkestboee.

Reg had to go bacdk to Epsom - to the Canadian
Comvalesceant GGampp, this time - on the 15t but whem he could not
get intw towm for the day I went out and spent the day wiithh him.
Altogethiery , it was the happiestt tiime I"'wee had siices leaviing home..
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Saw many old frirands im the momth - Doc Prestom;, Doc
Edwards;, Cal Lawrences, Barmesy Langfond], HRilll Emery,, Soup Jardiires,
Rae Smiitly,, Paull Scammell and many other friemmds and acquainthnoe=s.

Wilf arrivedd im Londam on Jan.. 25tlh but we saw very
litdlle of him. He showed] Reg littlée comsidencdidmn and neithesr of
us couldl understindd his attithdée. But Wilf has always ladked at
thirgss fooom a diffeereamt viesw poimt fooom I and I suppasee that
shalll alwayss be the same.. ITt'ss botlh our faultss, I suppose.

Reg'ss amm is stilll stifff and to me it leocks as thoughh
he had a permament imjuyy. But it might have beem a whole lot
WIITSE: .

Toesday,, Febrwany 5

Want down te see Nbs. Thomas wiithh Reg. We explaimedd
our abseicee to her dimmenr of the previDwiss night and we only have
Wilf to blare for it.. Nbs. Thomas is certadiilyy a reall mudther.

Reporteed to H.Q.RIFECC. at Masom'ss Yard and aloorgy wiithh
15 other F.0.0%s I'm to be sent te No. I School, NMawigationn and
Bomb-Droppimg;, Stonaiergre, Salisbbmyy Plaim. The placee has a bad
rep.. and I wouldl much rattiesr have gone teo Framce. Reg and I had
our last tea togetlesr thhem I sent him off to Epsoom for we had
deciddeld that he should stasy im towm wiithh me the previass night. .
Was very sormy to part.

In the eveningy I wmote to Beth, Iumanm, and Nordem.
Wamnt to bed earlyy.

Weetlnesdayy, Februamyy 6 - Stonehenge
Beth's Birthiddgyy

Up earlly and packedl. Took the 11 a.m. traiin froom
Watemboo pSadtiom t@ Amsssburyy. Had to wait arcund] the lattesr
place for thmees hours awmitibgg a trearsppantt .

Anriveed at the Aerodlrame im a pouriiiggy raim and such a
woefful,, god-forssakem lookinngy piecee of countiyy I"wee not semm im a
dog's age.. Six miiles fooom civilizatioion. Our camp is at Larkhilll
= two miiles fioom the drome.. Got settlédd im the hut (about 15 im
eacth hut)) by dimmenr tiime and althboghh I met many of my frieadds
froom Hythe and thesy alll had a welooomee hamdl for me evem that could
not buck me up at all.. The mess is alsm rottesen.

Thursday;, Februanyy 7

Hp at dayligditt wiitth a sevenes headactie=. Waent over to
the dione and was detailédd to no. 2 nighdt flyiibgg squad with a
pilat: by tihe name of Inglesbyy - a R.IN.A.SS. man. Did nothiigg all
day so came hame earlly im the afteempoon as I was absolutedyy fed



up. Had a sleeyp befanee dimmerr and feltt bettes:.

Weedther - stilll raiimingg. Wote to Reg.

Friday,, Februamyy 8

Felt bettear today. Wsent over to the droomee and had an
hour'ss rum im a F.E. wiith a pilat named Hornstby. Want over
Salisbhwryy , Wamiinsterr and Beechingstokke. Enjogesdl it very much..
Had a sliglitt cradh on lamdiivgy, for our enginee went dud and we
landteell to® hardl. Stoppesd imsidde 30".

Came home earlly im the afteemnonn and aftexr a showenr
batlh and dimmexr I went te bed earlyy.

Satwrdiey,, Februwamyy 9

Over to the dmome by 8:3M and tealk a short lectiuee on
aeriall navigationn. Was ordemceld to talke a flipditt (crassseounttry)
witth Sub-Lieut. Cladke (R.N.A.$)) to Bournmmouthh. Six of us im
F.E. 's stantédd out but we soom lost tnackk of thesm. Later we
leamneeld that they landel for therme was a wind of over 40 m.p.hh.
at 1500'.. A snowstoomm came on but we ascendbeld above the clondks
to 5200'. For the next half hour we flbsw by compass but a WS.W.
wind was causiigy us to driftt considberabbily froom our course. We
diverl to belbow 1000' and our tmowdblkss staatédd. It was extreanedyy
bumpy and we never flkaw evem for a momemt. I was thmowm fnoom my
seat three times. Auriveed at Bourmemmouthh and came back wiithh the
wind im recoudd time. But groundl miists prewantedd us froom goimgy
above 100@0'. W¢ made a bad lamdiingy up windl and crasiieell our
mechimee . MNeithhesr of us was hurt - a very ludk event.. The bus
was prettyy badly smashedl. The other fiwes had never flbown and
wiitlhh a dud pilatt we should never have got back.

News came im of Smiitlhh and Jewelll two of our felldwss who
had to make a forcreld lamdiingy yesterddyy at noom. They were botlh
killkell and the mmachimee burmedi. I remembenr 8fsmtih at Hythe. He
was just a kid..

fa%a armurd im the afteemoonn awmitingg ordenss whnicth never
came. Receiviedd a lettear fuoom Reg and it looks as though his
woundl was more or less pemmanemt .

Sunday, Februanyy 10

Had an early lectivre on medteoncddgyy by Capt.. Cave R.E.
Aftasrtbeld a lectunee on parachutte flaess for night work. Paradbet]
to the Chieff Instmatoor te see if I couldl not get badk to day-
work and DHd's or DHiY9's.. There sesns to be litdlée chance. Came
home earllyy and had thhe usuall batl,, shawe and dimner and readl
Emersom alll eveniing.
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Receivedd welcoomee lettesss fioom Bethh and Nbs.. Waastee and a
cardl froom Reg. At home I''m afraiidl thesy have forgottésn that I
exist: .

Weedtherr - dud for flyigpy. Gale 60 m.p.dh. at 2000' and
clonudyy: .

Nbomday,, Februmyy 11

Took a lecturee on air navigationn im mmrningy. Had same
formationn flyihgg aftesr lumcdh - my Ffirstt (amdl I hope,, my last)) im
one of the old BE2E buses. They are certainyy rattlbe tmapps as
compareeld wiithh our presmintt mmchimess and did good servitee the firstt
two years of the war. Wedther - clemr but 830mile wind at 2000'.

Tuesday,, Feb. 12 and 13tk

Nothingy happenrss - just the day-tosddyy do-motttingpasss
whichh giwes one time teo think what damm foolss we alll are.. In the
longrazpo we thowgtitt of war as a great adventiuee as im the
romamticc past.. How littlée we kmow im this apparemtiyy enlipgditéeedd
age!!

R¥ddeesday,, Februmyy 14th

Came bacdk to the hut at noom t@ leamm that the dozen of
us im this hut are isoleated.. Twurner has the messles. By testhiree
we were alll like a cmoowdl of schaall boys im the same preditammesitt
but I'm afraiill we shalll alll sickesn of it befonee our tem days is
OoVer..

Thursdtay, Feb. 15 - Tuesdayy, Februamyy 19

"sitilll goimgy Stmoorgy" but wislhh that I could have beem
flyinpg durinyy the gloriboss weathear of this last four days..

Have beem walkiilpy and seam the Dhuids' Temple, or wihat
remainss of it,, at Stomaliemgre. Have alsm» seem the famouss oaks im
theinr forestt 8SE. of Lawkinilll. But im these walks we cam never
seegm to get away fioom SSdlisbury Plain and the miilitbryy hustlee and
bustllee whiicthh is a part of it. #WWehave plapestl cards but lifie is
tow short to sperdl much tiime on such a game. My greatestt
enjpyymemtt has beem im answeringg Beth's, Nbs.. Wdadte'ss and Reg'ss
lettearss whiicdh I have beem receivingg day by day - besidbss waritiiugg
to otherss; and readiivgy. Have especiallyy enjimjesl readiigg
Emneerson'ss "Emglishh Tiraitss and Regpwesentsdaiviere Nen"™ thoughh the
lattear part is toom soliil to do justitee t@ it im a noisy hut sudh
as ours.. Am now readiipg Thackerey'ss "The Wirgimiams®!'. How have
I ever readiesdl this age of liflee wiithoutt becomingy a lover of
Thackenyy. Every page of it is wmrth its weeight .

Ne one has the memsless yet but I feell certsiin that



samebadyy is "for it - hope that I''m not the victiom.

Wethresday;, Feb. 20 - Satwmdlny, Feb.. 23

The same old rouwndl of gettingg up latey, a walk,, a read,
lumclly, writee lettass, tea,, a wallk and tlhen setdlédd dowm for the
eveniityg and latee toe bed..

Have mmnagest! to pass the time pleasmantyy enoughh readiingg
Emeersom and Thackenyy, writingg letterss to Betlh and home..

Noithiirgy happearss at the fromt but the airfighhiigg
becommess more and more imtesrsee (tHankk heavem!)) and for the Firstt
time duriinyy the war I thidk we cam tmuliffillyty say that we are

gaimiiipg the superiarityy .

We get out of quaramtinee temompew and sevem go te 98
sqdm. imcliddngg Dardis, MacDomaldl, and Odlmm. I am somy to see
theem go. No word fioom hame yet but am thankfinil that Betlh & Reg
keep up the comesppnddeaee.

Sunday,, Februaiy 24

Up earlly and over to the dmome at 8:30. Was sormy to
hear that Evans was killeed wihile nightfiyvingg last night .

BSxltt (Lomdbm Scoittishh and R.F.C.)) have mmnagedl to get
togetliear so we stamtédd out first thingy for same claud fﬂ}ﬁan@
The B.E2FXE was duall comtmoll so I toak my firstt lessoonm im runmigg
a bus by mpselff. My faultss were that I clioibesd to® much - we
were aleeayy at 4000" but I had few imsttunyesrtss. A miist came up,
we were lost,, lamdesl and found! ourseliess at the Central Flyingy
Schooll at Upavom. I towk contnodl comingy hame but diwedl tow mmch
whem bankingy and tummiingy. However that'ss only my firstt lessom.

In the afteennonn flyilngg was washedl out but we obtaiiweeld
a bus, went over to 0Old dSaum and landbel at 98thh Squadmoom. Nkt
sume fricewlds and we had tea. Did not get home umitill 5:4D (neardyy
dark)) and were postesll as miissiigy.

Receiviedd lettear fonoom Jim & Ewa..

Nbmnday,, Februwamyy 25

Wedtherr was "dud" so we had no flyiinpg. Receiveed
letteass fuioom Reg and Nbs.. Nédintasth (Princee Rupert)) the ladly whom
I met the day I left Edmomtam. Attenddeld a couplee of lecturess on

meteonoddgyy and navigatiaoon.



Tuesday,, Februmwyy 16

Up befom= 6 a.mm and was flyingy beforee 8. Scott and I
went for cloud-fiyingg but they were too high. Got imto a shwm
figlht over Salisblwyy wiitth a DH9 but our old BE2E was teaom slow..
Had same more lessomss and managesl to fly evem thaughh I did a lot
of side slipppngg as I had no bubblee im my seat.. Went heme aftesr
an howr'ss joy-riikde. Olbtaineeld anotlimsr bus (BE2E)) at £9:50 and didl
anotlmr 45 miinutess. The windl was blowingy a gale and it was very
bumpy so was not keem on talkiigy comirwll .

Froom noom theree was a 24 hours holiddyy se sat araurdl
the hut duringg the aftesrmnoon. Receivedd a letttear fooom Aumt WVidk
whiicth I answereell. Readl Thackeray's "The Wirgimaasi!'. Also
receivedd a letter fooom Reg who sestms teo be well but "fedl up”..

Weedtherr - rainmingg and cold..

Waellnesdtyy , Februmyy 27

No flyinpg - the weather dud. Receiviedd a lettear frnoom
Nbrs.. Méadintasth of Pricee Rupert,, the woman whom I met on the day I
left Edmontorn last May. It is cheeribgg te kmow that peoples
ramember one..

Thursdtay , Februayy 28

The last day of a none tow profitabbée mmmth. Was out
earlyy im the mmrningg on a BE2E and fommationn of sewan mearhimess .
There was a 40 miile wind at 2500 feet so we had none too pleassaitt
a timee. At 5 o'dbokk BScbtt and I obtaiiiedd a BE2E and workedl duall
for half an hour.. Did same stalll tumss and landeel befonee darlk.
The eveningy calm made the rum very enjoyailbe.

Fridtay, MErch 1

MeErch came im like a licon so theme are hopes for the
futtmee. Had the lectiuess on navigatiaonn and meteoncology umitill we
were absolutedyy fed up. Had furttiesr wordl fioom Reg..

Satmtyy, NeErch 2

Weedthenr dud for flyiigg and did not feell welll so paradbet
sicdk. Took a short wallkk but feltt alll im. Playetl cardks wiithh
Turmer, Scwoitt,, and Hendersoon, the Camadisan who has just arriveed.

Sunday,, Nerdh 3

Anwtherr dud day.. The Ruwssiomss have finallyy made peace
on the Germamn tems. We shalll be figltingy theem befomee the end.



Mlmﬂay,, NBExrch 4

Splendiitd flyiiwy weather so got im four fliglitss. The
lastt one was on a BE2D (0lid Bladk Joe)) - my firstt rum on this
type. Just befons: we went up a DH4 crasiieed (went imtm a spinmingg
nose diwe at 200 feet)), caught on finee and killeeld Cudlliixss and
Neears.. It was a very unfortuunaiée accidiEmt. I wonder wihhat theres
is about the flyihpy game that makes one so peculiba?? 00 'talkingg
obff" we couldl see the crash right im framt of us but it didl not
unnemvee us.. [ thinkk that,, aftexr the firstt flightt, an airmman, by
some stinapye processs becomess an extreme: fatalisst. My pilot has
had numerouss crasitess but taeaday, his nerwee is as goad as ever.. I
meam that consciomstyy his nerwee is as good but ne doubt,, sub-
conscionstyy it is affesatbdd. But it'ss a case of "the last strasw™
and if a man flibss for a lemgthlyy periboll the breskingg point wdilll
be remdteeld same day.. On days of mmuch flyinwg I have felt lilke= a
wet rag at the end but up umitill the tiime that I had made my Ffiimall
landliiiggy I have felt as "righitt as raim'. It is a puzzle whidh the
doctanss of the next few years wiilll have to solwe.

NEarclh 5th,, 6tlhh and 7th

Three= days of dud weathesr as we have beemm having a gale
- the resultt of cyclomess and antiieygldmess im Norway,, Hmmlant and
the Attlanticc. Spent the time im takiingy lectiuess on navigationn,
bombs and bomib-droprngg, medteoralbgyy, etc.. Receivedd two letteess
fooom Beth and one froom Nbs.. Wéaste .

Low claudks but littlée wind.. At 3 o'dbokk Scott and I
stantéeld im a DH4 (Rollss Royce)) to clibnth above the cloaudbs on a
compasss courss, fly on a course and diwe thnomgih on back-thesmingg.
We were alare at #3800 feet but im diwingy towk a nortthextyy coursee
and saw a piexee of countnyy which neittiear of us had semn befones.
We buzzed! arcmuntl and I had a hard time sigmallinigg to Scoitt. I
fimallyy pim-ppaiinédd a raidwayy junctibpon at Deuizes(?)) botlh on
grauntl and map and sigmallédd the beariinpy to SSodtt. We were just
about to make a fomreed lamdiinpy as our petmsdl was getdingg short..
We made the aemoodooee alll rightt aftesr a 1I®0 miile jaunt.. The two
other DHY's were stillll lost so,, bad as we were we did bettear tham
the otherss. We lemmeed latexr that Newman had a forces lamdiingg
(lost)) and crasiieed .

Satumdiey , NErdh 9

The weathear was lovelly - clemr and a 15 miile wind.. Got
a BE2E and had aericl]l combat wiitthh Barnettt im a 2E. He got on our
taill and sat thers: the whole time. Had a short time im comtrwomll .

At noom Scott and I got a BE2D, climmbeeld to 2000 feet
and looped] the loop - my firstt. We stuckk on the toap and lefd our
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seatss but our belts heldl us.. It was a rotteen momsemt,, upsidée dowm
but POSb tummeell on his engine toow soon.. Did a spimnigg nose
dive and ramblesll to the drome for lumdh.

Had anotlemr lettttar froom Reg and one of his fooom Néarj..
It was good t@ hear froom hame thomgihh it was secooml hand.. Alsw
receilvedd two huge bundless of mmgaziness fooom Beth and Nbs.. Waste.

fSmadagy NErch 10

Lectmess im mmomingy, flyingg im afteemooon. Five of us
(DH4s)) stantbdd a lomg disthawee bombing raidl on MNarlbmooghh.
Crossestl the emeny limee at Dewtizes. Were immeediatedyy atthadkked by
fiwee scoutss (s, camels and pups)) and thesy got the bettear of us.
Scott was illl so flesw wiitlhh Newman.. Got same good shots wiitth my
camer® gumn at the scoutss at 9000 feet:.

Had a lectiuree fioom a colamedl who had beem doingy spy
workk im Gemmamy froom 1903 tillll 1911.. It was one of the mmst
intenessing g talldkss I have ever heardl.

Camgibelll im a BE2E was zoamingg on same peoples whem he
went too low, killkedd two R.F.(C. boys and seribmsdyy imjiureeld
anotlr and crastiestl. He is now under arrestt for mmamslangihtber. I
feell extremely sorny for thesm all..

Niunday,, NBErch 11

Scott and I went up withh a fommationn (DH4) at 89440
a.m.. Olptaieeld splesrdiild shotss wiithh my camerm gun.. At 2000 feet:
it was good flyimgg and enjjeed the fimee day.. THiirtypsixx hours
leawe: stantbdd at noom so we came badk to Lawkhilll and completedd
our days'" clemringg up.

Have just decidbell to talke a good rest for am not
feelingy up to the mark tonigitt. Wonld like= to have gone to see
Reg but feell that I cannot affiond] it..

The Germamss are attoz&lingg im diffieeeertt placess - wiithh no
successs. We are steadillyy gaimipy supreanscyy of the air. Latelly
we have baggedl 273 Boches mmcimess and lost 88.

Toesday,, Nrch 12

Every bone achiitgy so got up latee. No doctmr arrviveeld so
went over to the dmome at noom and saw the navall surgeson. Just a
bad attbardk of la grippee wiitth a higlh temperatiwwee. Crawlesi home
and aftesr a good hot batlh, went te bed and readl as lomg as
possibidkee . A new crmwd of F.Q.'s arrmiiveed so the noise did not

helpp my headl t®o any extent .

Weedther - very wamm.



Wethesday;, Nerch 13

Feeliiipy worse than ever so remainmeeld im alll day.. Read
the nmypaziress whicdh Nirs. Waste so kimdlyy sent me. Wote to Nbs..
Wisste.. Wedther - dull..

Thursdayy , NErch 14

Feelihgg badlyy but reportedd on paradte and spent the
morningy at the ramges. MNade 10 shillingss im a sweepstakke - not
that my shootihgy was excellberit but that of the otheuss was bad.
Couldl not contiimee after lumdh so the doctarr ordenceld me 24 hours
in biillletks .

Receivedd a lettiar fioom Reg enclasingg Mdarj'ss of Nov 1st..
Weedther - clemr but coldl and raw..
Friday,, Nkrch 15

Sat armurdl hut and felt bettesr by eveningg but stilll
feelingg sore.

Saturdieyy, Nbrch 16

Went over to the dromme but weathar dud for flyihgg so
tadk thingss easy at lectuness.

Sunday,, NErch 17

Had a formationn fligditt im the afteemnoon. We stantted
for a 200 milee fligditt but washedl out as the mmchimess were prettyy
dud.. W¢éedthenr - coldl.

Nhlmlay,: NErclhh 18

Went on a fommationn im the mmrningg and had a good rum
for 45 minutes.

Aftter lumdh was toldl to padk up and proceesll to ddd
Samum to joim 98 squadioon for overssmss immeediatedyy. I was
certaiimtyy gladi; im fact couldl have wishedl for nothiinpy beltten: .
Withh fiwe other obserwesss arriveed at 6ilodd Sammm and them on to
Salisboryy for the night. Had a bad time gettihgg accommodatioon
wiitth a resultt that I slept im the batth raoom of a hotel.. But
anythhigg felt good aftexr the Larkhilll huts.

Tuesday,, Nbrch 19 - Salisbouyy

Went up to the droome at Old Samum and met all the old
cioyvdl and got a welwome=. Went badk to towm and packed! kit .
Otaiineeld a billlett wiithh CHearliee de Girise and it certaiinyy feld
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likke= home.. Sat im framt of the firepldaeee aftear dimmenr and wrotes
to Betlhh and Reg.. The feathiesss feltt good..

Weetinesdleyy , MErch 20

Went up to the drome. Net George Raditt and Red Dwidgee
just badk fnoom Itallyy. Ran intom Towedlles(?Y) withh whom I had suchh
a good tiime im Sepp.,, 1916 at Boulagne:. He is now takiiipy his
wings.. The C.0. (who is a pricee im disguised) gramteell me 48 hours
leee and rum up to Londan and out te Epsom. MNet Truman im
Londamn who toldl me that Wilf was stillll im tocowm.

Was gladl to see Reg agaim. The day was beautiffikl and
we walkedl im the countuyy umitill darkk and had a good talk. Then
went and had tea to the pictiuee show and thesnm had dimmenr at the
Spreadtl Eaglee. Was sormy whem I had to catadh the last tra@iin to
Londam at 10 pam. It was such an enjwyadilée day for botlh of us.

Went roundl to the R.A.C.. and saw Doc Edwardss who is
bacdk im Emgland for botlh wimgs. He is just the same old Doc.
Went arcmunt te the Savay Hotell and trikell to locatee Wilff but he
vas stilll out.. Waent badk t® my reom at the Goldean Cross Huotell
and had a long tallk wiithh Immy beforee tummingg im..

Thursdtay , Merch 21

Up at 9 am. and had breakfastt wiitlh Inmy.. Wilf calleed
up so we walkedtl tillll noom im Hyde Park and watdiestl the blaadks
ridihpggy im Rolttesn Row. MNEt Reg at pi3® p.m. whem he came im to
see me. He just had good news- his NLO. had just mmrkedl him 179
whicdh means home and probailly totall disdimpge. It was spleardiid
news.. Got Wilf and Immy and the four of us went arcuntl to the Au
Peltit Richee im Sobo Square wiheree we had a good lumcth. Inmy, Reg,,
and I then teodk im the show at the Pallhdiimnam for Wilf had to
catcdh his traiin for Bramshottt Camp. Reg and I had tea at the
Corner House,, a wallkk and dimmenr at tihe Helbonm Restaunant wihich
we enjoyedl very thonomgiilyy. Saw Reg off on his traiin fooom
Wdterlboo Statibon and them caught my traiin at 9:20. Did not
arriviee home umtill 3 am. and feltt very tireel.

Fridiay, MErch 22

Up at 8 am. and out to the drome. Came home befonee
noom and had a good lumcth and a rest.. Want out to the dwme in
the eveniitgg for orders.

In the eveningy talkeell to Red Dwoidgie and wrote lettesss
to fatlhesr and Reg. We move tamombpow.



Satmndlygy, Nerdn 23

pott to the dmme and then badk to St. NMark'ss Road.
Packestl and left afterr lumcih. Did not like to leawes the mudtherllyy
old lamdlhalyy - the firstt landlbaldy or billlett mwither I'wee ever met
who cam reallyy be calleel a frieewd. She was an Indlsleoman wiith a
big heart.. Caught the traiin and arrmieed at Southwamptbon at 4 p.m.
Sailleell at 7 pam. onboandd a traarspomtt wihidh was camypingg 1000
Ameericearss (mem and officensy) .

Sunday,, NEwrdh 24 - Le Havre

Woke near Soutllaanptbon at 6:30 a.am. aftesr havingy
snatichleeddd a couple of hours sleegp. Dockedl at 10 am. Wiisitedd
Tortovis{?Y ) withh Chmrlice de Guise and old Mac. Auriveed at No. I
Rest Camp for lumcth and lemmeeld that our tmaarsyrontt hadl beem
comnamdeardd up the lime=. The greatt Boche offensivee is now im
fulll swimgy and we have beem fomreell to yielld ground] themghh a
stoutesr resistdnoee has never beem put up by any tnompmss. Ouwr
felldwes are being meEssacedd im the thowssawds but the Hun casualtiyy
list is alsw» heawy..

Had a splendiild dimmenr at Tortwwiss and saw more foad
than I'wee semm im the last tem mmmths. Ouwr kit has gone astmyy
so we do not kmow wihhere we stoardl. The blamketss wiithh whicdh we
were isssieell feltt coldl on the temt floon:.

Niomday,, NErdb 25 - Wellnesdayy, NEwrdh 27

Sitilll no sigms of our tmarsjyontt and now we are imfDommeeld
that we have to retium to Englardl. No one knows what the futunee
has im stonee for us..

Spent the four days im wanderingg armundl lilke lost
sheem, walkingy the promenadbs, the boulewmdds and stoppingg at the
cafess for memmls. It certdinyy gave me an imsiglitt intew Fremcth
lifiee. Le Havre is typicallyy Fremdh so thesy say but cam't say
that I wouldl ever enjmy the lifie=e of the aversgpe Frenchhmam .

The balttlee stilll rages and the Boche now have us pushest
badk beymrdl Allbertt and nime miles fooom Amiieus. There has beem
spleadiild organizatiaomn on theinr part but theyy have not recdooreeld on
the mmrall of the Britishh Army and just as of old that is the
firstt and most important factoorr im the figltingg efficiémrayy of any
army.. The waarst part is owver..

The 9th and 5lst (Highlbaxdd) Divisiboss im whidh are the
11th, 12tlhh and 8tlh Royall Scots have especiallyy distinggisheded
themselvess and it was goodl news.. I hate thogth to thinkk of the
frieadsds whicdh I am losingy.

Receivedd news of our drmomee near RAire whidh we were to
occupp.. The Boche has bombedl it out of existbamee.



Thursdtey, NMEarcdh 28

Had breakfastt at the Rritishh Oifficens:' Cluth for I
simplyy cam't stitdkk that Rest Camp any longer:.

We have word that we are to embark for England at 88:30
pam. Had a famrewelll dimmer at Taortorwiss and reallyy feltt sormy
whem I had to leawe Le Havre for I like the place. And now for

Emglant wiitth no ligitts, glooomy money-giabbhigg peoplee and shortazmge
of foodl and good felldbwsklipp .

Emiarkesl] at 9 p.m. and went to slesgp at 4 am. on a
seat im the smoking saloom.

Fricdiay, Merch 29

Landedl at Soutliaanptbon at 10:3® a.m. Had breakfastt and
wediteel arcount]l the docks tillll 1:3@ p.m. whem we entranedd.
Anriveeld Londam 4 P.M.;; had tea at the Corner House and met Immy
at the Stmand Palacee Bidtel.. Leammesdl that Wilf was stillll im teown.
Left Londom, arriieed Sandlingg Junctibon at 8:3® p.am. Finallyy got
a billlett im Hythe withh de Guisee and MecDomaldli. The bed certmimyy
felt good aftesr our wamileringss .

Satuncey, Merch 30

Got my gun imto shape and had a couplee of flipss wiitth
Huolidtey , my pilot.. He is certsilyy a goodl one and with the ludk
he has had wiitlh crasitess and finess im the air I ought to be

almipditt .
Sunday,, Nrch 31 - Lympne Caastle:

The day was lovelly, briglit and wamm - an ideall Easter
Sunday.. Spent mmst of my day at our mess at Lympne Castlee. The
mess is the most comffortedilée that I have semm of any of the
Britishh ammy messes. OQur anteeconm is of oak panellingg and
ceilingg and the billiasdd and cardl reons are the same.. The old-
fasdliboedd huge firepldeess were a tremt .

In the momningy we heardl that the Lympne Aeradioomee was
to be our base and that we were t®@ do our bombinggy on Humlardl fnoom
there2. But this was fourd t@ be only a rumour. In the afteemoonn
we got word te padk off and proceesl to Framcee im the moomimg.
Eppert the eveningg im writingg te Beth,, Reg, fatlimr and Inmy.. Wamt
to slesgp im one of the easy chairss im the antescoom for theme are
no beds..

Nbonday,, Agwill Ist - Boulagnes

tip at 6:390 and proceeeédd to Folkestbnee. Had a walk on
the Leas.. Emibarkesdd at 1:3® and got te Framcee im time for tea..



Walketl to Rest Camp at Ouitresau and St. Mattin'ss. Felt very
tireel .

Net Jadk Kincaidd who just got out of hospitad] afterr havingy
beem woundedl. He was the sanme old Jack.

Wamt to bed(¥?) earlly. The bed comsistedd of four
blamketss and the wemthear was as coldl a that ammy man - "Rillyybee-
dammed..""’

Teesday,, Aprill 2 - Boulagiee & St. @aper

Was firstt awakeresd at 3 am. by a Hun aerwplhare over
us.. He dropgpesld his eggs but never hit us. The gumfinee was
imtesrsee froom our Awchiess .

Was agaim awakemeed at 4 a.am. by an orderlyy sayiivgy we
were to move off at 4:45 amm. This was unexpectedd. The walk to
the Gare Chntralbe im the halffrmomningg ligit was a weary one. Had
breakfastt?y) at the Louvre. Boulagmee is crowdesll wiithh officesss
who cannot get up the lime.

Emtrainedd for St. ier and it taak us nime hours te
treeved]l 80 miilex. I was detailédd to mmrch the squadioon to camp
and felt prettyy fed up. Had dimmerr witlhh de Guise and NMac at the
Huoitell de Framcez. Waent badk te my billetss (not a reall one)) and

slept soundllyy .
Wetlnesday , Apoill 3 - Claiimaraiss

Wemt out to the aencddemee at Longuevessee and foumdl our
machiness. My bus is wiped off wiitth a dud engime=. Good-the to
BD6000 Hwlidhyy was giwem anotliesr one - 6154 - whidh is alswm dud.

Had lumdh and went out te our new aenoolicome at
Claimaraiss. Foumdl our bomib-stoxee on finee and tle bombs going off
quitee meenrillyy. Our huts are prettyy awfull and the whole aencddomee
is not what it might be. Huwlidkyy and I go togettiesr and got our
hut ficked up and mmnagestl to stemll a stowe. There is nothingg to
eat out here so we went over to a famtlonsee and had eggs and
potatoess by 10 pam. It did not take me lamg to get intm bed
after that..

Thursdigy - Fridigy - Apwill 4 and 5

Weedtherr stilll dud so spent my tiime im gettingg my gun
imtw workingg order and fixiingg up my cockpitt. The engines is stilll
missingg and HFdliday'$s gun dud - a nice outlbokk for a show .

Had three= lettesss fooom Beth,, one frnoom MNirs. Waste and
three= froom Reg.. Amsweresd Beth'ss and Reg'ss and hope to have tihme
tamomroww to@ answer Nhs.. Wdadte'ss.
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The guns for the last two days have set up a ternibldée
roar just east of us on our fromt.. We hear that the Boche are
attheklingg betwesn MNéessimess and soutth of Ammeeritieness. The
Portugesee (thasee damm dagoes)) have retitedd and leftt botlh Britishh
floarkss im the air so we have beem forceed to withdiaew to the
Méessimess Ridge:. It bresés ome's heart to have to yielll same
graumt wihhicdh we have held sinces the l1st Bedttllee of Ypres,, 1914..

Satumdieyy , Agwill 6

The day was filme so we were up brigit and earlly gettingg
our bus and guns imtm shape. Had threee fligditss but the engimee is
stillll dud. 3O&Sthetbcbn a formationn te Dumkergnee and bacdk but had
to falll out.. My gumn is hopelesss and am "fedl up™ wastiingg my tiime
on it.. The figiht stilll goes on just east of us and messagess
stattee that the Boche have Ammseritierees and Ploegstesatt Wood..

Sunday,, Apwill 7

Up earlly agaim and testingg engimes and guns im the poir
Am discoowraggdd over it.. Boche stilll advamcingg sliggitiyy but thepee
has beem a seriboiss bunglee on someone'ss part..

Nimnday - Weellvesdsy, Agadill 8 - 110

Weedthenr dud for three: days and the aemoddeomee a sea of
mud..

I has heldl up the Boche advamees but thingss loak
seribaiss. We have retbddesn MNéessiness but the emsmy protectivee
cavaliyy has nearlly resciieed Nieppe Wood. We were "stamdingg to"
alll day waitingg for a raidl on the Boche but the cloudkss never
liffeed .

Thursdey, April 11

"s$tamdling to" at dayligitt and resdtly for a raidl. The
weathar liffeed aftesr lumch. Took off at 3 pam. and climbeeld to
1240000'. It was very coldl. We crosseed the liness and immeediatedyy
got my firstt experiemcee of Awchie: and didl not like it.. We
drappresl our eggs on Wéemiagy (2 - 112 pounderss to each meachime))
and immeediatedyy tumrestl. Taylor drapresll behimdl coming home so e
waitestl for him. He wiilll have te bucdk up or same old Hun is going
to nalb him saome day soom. We scomesll severzd! hits on the towm and
I mmnagedl t@ get off a good many roumndss at the toesrohless and
roads. Alltogethiesr it was a goodl show and A and B fligditks alsw
did wedll..

We saw poor old Ypres and ther: sesams to be littlée left
of it - much lesss tham whem I saw it last im Apuil,, 1916..
Stiangye to say it is just two years ago this eveniigy that I last
saw Ypres. But the day was glormibuss and am gladl that I'hm



initiasedd - at last:.
Friday,, Apmill 12

This was our ©epmedH' day. We were up at daylightt and
reatly to stuefee the Hun. SS8é off on the firstt trijp at 66:40 a.m.
wiitlh Comiines as our objectivee. Cliinlesl to 11000" goingy by
Dumkerqiiee, Hmzebnoorckk and Badilleadl . Droppextl bombs at 8 a.m. and
scomeell severd! good hits. Fimxl 120 roumds. The Auchiess shelll ed
up wiitlh a heawyy bombamtimenit but never tauwdiesd us.. We landbel at
1&4@ aan. and was very coldl for the temperattmee at 10000' is very
oW .

Affter lumcth we set off on a joumeyy which prowedl te be
one of the mwst thrillinigg few minutess which I have ever liwesl.
We toglk up the usuall 2 - 112 poumdl bombgs and climntiesl to BAWO'.
The Boche had atthakkdd and talkesn the villhgge of Neuf Bleiipguidm
just east of Nieppe Farest.. Drivingg at 1130 m.p.lh. we got over
the villhgee at 1500"-2000'' and made 5 hits out of 6 bombs.. My
rigihtt bomb (112 1lbs) failbed to relessee. Saw liwe Hun tangetss im
the villhgee and stnaffédd thesm wdiitth my gun.. The Awchies shellingg
was fieacee and brake aroud us very closelly, the shrapnedl
whiizzihgg past us. It was ludky that only threee of us made up the
formatibon. As it was one burst so clasee that the flt —-
commpandear'ss engime was stoppeed and thowgtitt that he would have to
landl somewherce near the Humms.. We landesl at the drwoome just 20
miinutess aftexr we set off but I thidk it was one of the most if
not the most excitingg few momeentss of my liflee. Foumdl a shregpredl
hole thmomgdh the leftt wimggy but no hamm done..

Qur thindl show taadk places aftesr tea whem we bombed
Stemrweackke whicdh the Boche has captiuredd a couplee of days ago..
This was a compzaratiiesty show whicdh we did at 4000°.. The whole
countrysidde was im flhaness and smoke as a resultt of the day'ss air
work.. We made use of the smoke and sum and got im and out
wiithautt beingy shellkeld. Was disgppoiimédd to see one of my bombs
drap im the centmee of a fiedltd near the town.

Browm and Odhum had theinr comtramlks shot away and whem
lamditipg crasiteed horrildyy. MNeither was killkell miiraculbmstyy, but
botlhh were horriiidyy shalken and cut.. Brent flyigg wiith Flt.—
Commzanderr Altkinmseoon was shot thmowmgdh the legy by Hun mechinee
gunners .

Just at dark we were ordemcell to fly badk toe another
aenookiomee west of St. Omer but it was tow late. The drome at
Nbarie-Cypyedl ]| and othenss were evacuatedd and the RES's,, Bristodl
Fightaass and SE ESstaak refiigee at our drome.. Aboaut 30 meachimess
came ramiblinggy im and it was a waondlerfilll sight.. There were lucky
landingss (it was aftenr dark)) and only 6 crasilteeld. We were kept
busy clesmingg away wreckages, pullihgg bhorriidyy maimed! men out to
make roam for otherss to land,, etc..
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Shaowtlyy aftesr Hun night meachimess crosseell our limess and
bombedl St. Omer and knodkexll a goad bit of it to pieces. The Huns
were stilll atthekingg just east of us. Frencth and Baitishh cavalyy
and imfamtyy im being rudiesl up wiitth all speedl im order to stopp
the advamcee.

Got somethingg to eat at a fammbhousee, 1lit the firee and
prepardd to sit up for the night for alll our kit has beem pachkext]
and sent on. It has beem one of my hardestt and mmst excitingg
days of the war..

Receiviedd two letteedss fioom Aliilessn, one fioom Betlh and one
fooom Nbrs.. Wéaste.. It is hardl te realizee that themee is one spot on
the eartth wihere peace reigs. It is anotlher warldl emtinedyy .

Satwnckyy, Agwill 13

tpjpat 5:30 arm. for I was too® uncomfortadbdé e and coldl.
Wandlereell arcundtl im the morningg mists toyiingpy to collectt my
thoughtss and incidimtbdlyy to obtain somethingg te eat. Namage
to get a piezee of bremdl and a glass of millk at a peasamt places
aftexr beggiitgg for an hour for there: is not a solithzyy thing to
eat at our place. Had te startt my own meachinee and we left for
our new aemadioome at Alquinee (W. of St. Omet)) at noom.. The C.O.
had somethihgg resdly to eat;; we were assipgiedd huts and soon were
slesgringg on our blamketss. We are a war-worm-tdokinghg croowd..

Sunday,, Agwill 14

Receivedd a lettiear froom Reg and this, almrgy wiithh a good
night'ss slesgp, made me feell bettesr. Holidtay, de Guoise and I
went imto St.. Omer by the temdenr and had a goodl meal wihiidh set us
badk 54 fraawss - a robbemyy. Could not get imtm the cashienst' so
we were all broke.

The ememy is stilll advamcingg and the refiigpess froom
Baillead] , Hazebmowkk, and smmallear towns are pouringg im by
thoussndds . The St. (mer people have the "wimdl up™ and many are
prepaningg teo move.. The sithwdidon is critited]l - mmreso than at
any other time duringy the war I should say..

Wiotee to Betlh and Reg. Wéedther - dud.

Nomday,, Agwill 15

Wedther stilll dud so spent my tiime im gettingg our tim
hut and stowe fixesl up. Wmwte a long lettear to Ailessn and Nédtty
Robimsoom .

The news is anytlingg but promisihgg. The messes of

Frendh and Britishh whidh we saw passibipy thooeigdh Se. Oner
yesterddyy are evidemtlyy not im actiben yet..
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8eSetout to bomb NEemim at 11:3D but our enginee went dud
at 4000' and we were forceell to came home. (?) splitt up
fommatibon. Fawcus, Dardis stilll miissingy. Weldh & de Grises
crasiied .

Tuesday, Agprill 16 - 19

Weedtherr did evemyyldyy and spendl my tiime im impreoviigg my
gun and gettingg the cockpitt imtwm shape .

The Boche have beem held up on our fromt.. Fremcth shodk
tmooyss and scattbeedd umits of Ameericaarss have came te help us im
the countesr attbamdk. Bailleenll has beem talkesn by and recaptimredd
froom the Boche. He has beem alswm drivesn out of the East end of
Foret de Nieppe where we have beem droppingg our bombs and mmchimes

gunniingy recmntlyy .
Receivedd letteass fioom Beth, Nhs. Waaste and Reg..

SaSamddyy, Agill 20

Up at 4:30 & left the gromunt at 6 a.am. with the
fommatibon. This blinkinpg engimee konkedl at 2000'. We left
formmativon , lamdedd], tadk off and landkd] agaim. Later we foundl a
brakem valwe spriiigy so that meant the day off.. It was
disogypaiintinigng but the weathear tomesd dod anyway. .

Sumitlay, Agrill 21

Up at 4:30 and off at 6:35.. Bombed Amneeritierrss wiitlh a
230 1b.. bomb.. Groumdl miists preventedd my observationn. Huns were
lurkkiingg aroundi se fineed no rowndks inte tmesrcliess. A flighitt of 4
meEchimess was attbekledd by 22 Huns im their new tripgdaee scots.
Two of our observenss, Harriseon and Wriigleyy eacdh got a Hun. It
was goodl worlk as we were greatlyy outclssedd im evemy way.. Our
bussess were rididlbed wiitth bwlletss and the escapgee was a mearvellboss
one. The Hun is a rotteen skumk for he never atthaiiss us umlesss he
has about: threes tiimess our numbker.. They didl not have the nerwe
to retiuim and fimishh off our felldwws. Such swime the warldl has
never se=m before.

At 6 pam. nime of us went over agaim and trieell to get
the railweyy and bridizee just east of Aumeserttieness. Olbserviesld 5
burstss. Saw movementss im Nieppee and fireell 2%05Gcundss along the
road.. I only hope that I punctiurdd same one. The Boche wiithh his
imtesrs®e hatneell has nothhiingg on same of us at this stagee of the
War ..

Nmomnday,, Agrill 22

Up at 5 and stantbed at 6:25. Groummdl miistss were veny
bad. Foreesdl to leave fommatibnn at $6000' as our engime konked .



36
Trieel to landl im a fiedtd never Boulagnee but oversiott and nearlly
crasiteell a wood.. Stragglédd hame and faurd anothesr wvalwee spriingg
gone..

Proceesltdd t@ bamb Stesnwerckk at 9000" at 1:15 p.m.
Osservationn very poor.. Firesl 150 rouwmdss at Hun tresmchess. We
were ardhipeld considerabbyy wiitth seme clases burstss but only one
Piecee hit our mearhimes.

Left graurd at 4:3® p.m. and bombedl Stesrwerckk fnoom
6500" wiitth a 230 pounderxx. Low claudl made observatiann impossiblée
but sawvedl us froom shelll finee. Saw one Hun meachinee at a disthawee
but he soam diwedl imtw clouds. He weasm'tt havigy any - aloomes.

Receivedd letterss froom Beth,, Nbs.. Waste,, Reg and a
parcell froom Nir. Waste.

Twesday,, Agwill 23 - 24

Wedther dud so no flyiinpg. On 24th went inte Boulagnee
and did same shoppiipg and had a goodl dimmen:. It semnmed] queer to
get intm towm agaim for out here we are absolutedyy out im the

countnyy .
Tharsday;, Agaill 25

Up at 4 am. and once agaiim our engimee konkedl at HOODD..
Thesee BiP's are not wmrtth any more thean the metall im theem. It
was imtimestedd that our feet must be coldl. At noom we faunrdl the
valwee spriitngy agaim brakesrm, but did not noticee any apoloxmyy .

Affter lumch seweam Huns pouncesll on thres= of A fligditt
behiimtl the emermy limess and broughtt dowm Giillbann and Dmce.. Wikdthen
they are killbed we do not know.. Stanfieddd & Duiblur creawleeld badk
wiithh theinr mmachimess rididlbeld wiithh bwlletss .

At 7 pam. C fligditt left to bamb NEmim. We stantédd 15
miinutess latear but couldd not fimdl the fommationn. At 8 p.m. we
crosseeld the lime alamee and bombed! Weemicry wiitth a 230.. I never
had my eyes mwre widelly openedl. We saw Huns im the distbmwee but
put our nose dowm and went at 140 m.p.th. Reachiiipg Lumibres we
ram imt thicdkk fog and trieel to land im a plongheed field. We hit
a sumken roadl and crasdieed sligdhtiyy. Offficeass fioom a Prissorerss of
War camp teak us im, gave us a good dimmner and made us at home
umttill our temderr armieed at miidnigitt for us. We learwed that
fivee of our mmchimess are stillll missiigg but same have beem locateed
behimdi our limes.

The Huns are advamcingg agaim and rumor has it that
Kemme!l and Mwount Kemmel have beem talkan by the Boche - alsy
Dranoutree and Locre. I wonder what wiilll bewome of poor Lem'ss
grawee im the littlée churdbpadd im Locre.



Bprill 26 - Agwill 30

Have receivedd lettesrss froom Beth,, Reg and an unexpectedd
one froom Aunt Nédllies. The whole fiwe days have beem dud so have
done nothiiygg much of anythiingy. Ouwr bus has beem dud anyway and
asseemiblbdd tonigiht . Holidksy and I spent one day im Boulagnee and
had one good bigy meall im whidh we made beastss of oursellvess. Am
not aslimamestl of it thaomghh.

The Hun is beingy stopgmeell and Locre has beem talkesm and
retoddesn twice. Have womderesd what has become of poor Lem's and
Rus Camppledll'ss grawe. We buriesl the bodies in the littlée wvillhgge
churdlymmdd at Locres, but do not suppasee therse is much left of the
churcth now..

This conclutbss the wnitiiggs im the seconmdl diany. At the back of
the diamy themse is a fliglitt log fiuioom Decemberr of 1917 and thiss
foll bowss .
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FLIGHT LOG - December, 1917
9:1% - 11465 Lieut.. Smiithh, RE7 11 - rec..

11:200 - 1146 - Lieut. Findlyy - Big A.W. 9531 - sham
Fiich

16:5 - 11:30) - Lieut. Wdlkimgroon - Big A.W. 9515 - joy
i

dayligditt - 25 miinutess witlhh Sgt. Boltom, pilet - AW. -
gamers gun at plane - 5551 - 2 side slifss - AW. 2§
miinutess with Lieut. Lamb, pilat.. 100 rownds at plane -
B9506..

(Ro@m) - 15 min. wiith Lieut Manley,, pilot - 50 roumdss
at planee - AW. 5551 - miisty

30 min. - Lieut.. Thompsam - stopnagess 15 - A.W.BIHG5

20 min.. Lieut Sidigwickk - 40 rowmndss at plare A.W. BI512
Did an Immelman and 2 sidie slipss

20 miin.. Lieut. Thompson - 50 rommdss at plame: B950HRWA.
25 min.. at raft at sea and joy ridiingg - Lieut. Sidigwiickk

Acariall combat - 9531 - Lieut.. Phillipss AW. - very
bumpy..

10 am. 30 min.. L. Kennedly - AW. 12 A finihgg at
silHovettéss. Too bumpy and forceell to lamd..

1 pam. - L. Kennedly A.W. B813®
Aeriall combat and joy ridee - 40 min. Extreemelly bumpy
no furtttesr flyingpy for the day..
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