
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
 

AAGGEENNDDAA  
 

Monday, August 31, 2015 – Council Chambers, City Hall 
 
 Call to Order: 2:30 PM  
 Recess: 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM  
    
 
1. IN CAMERA MEETING  
 

1.1. Motion to In Camera - Land Matter (FOIP Section 24(1))  
  

 
 

1.2. Motion to Revert to Open Meeting  
  

 
 

 
2. MINUTES  
 

2.1. Confirmation of the Minutes of the August 17, 2015 City Council Meeting  
 (Agenda Pages 1 – 15) 

 
 

2.2. Confirmation of the Minutes of the August 18, 2015 Mid-Year Budget Meeting
  

 (Agenda Pages 16 – 20) 
 

3. POINT OF INTEREST 
  

 
4. REPORTS  
 

4.1. Environmental Advisory Committee 2014 Annual Report  
 (Agenda Pages 21 – 30) 

 
 

4.2. Tour of Alberta - Canada's Pro Cycling Festival  
 (Agenda Pages 31 – 36) 
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4.3. Sponsorship  
 (Agenda Pages 37 – 41) 

 

 
4.4. Year Round Ross Street Patio Request from the Greater Downtown Action 

Plan Steering Committee  
 (Agenda Pages 42 – 61) 

 
 

5. BYLAWS  
 

5.1. Traffic Bylaw Amendment 3186/A-2015  
 (Agenda Pages 62 – 82) 

 
5.1.a. Consideration of Second Reading of the Bylaw  
  

 
 

5.1.b. Consideration of Third Reading of the Bylaw  
  
 

 
6. NOTICES OF MOTION  
 

6.1. Notice of Motion Submitted by Councillor Paul Harris re: Support for Red 
Deer College in Obtaining Polytechnic University Status  

 (Agenda Pages 83 – 93) 
 

6.1.a. Motion to Lift from the Table  
  
 

 
6.1.b. Motion to Approve  
  
 

 
6.2. Notice of Motion Submitted by Councillor Lynne Mulder re: Urging the Federal 

Parties and Candidates to Make Known Their Platforms to Meet Canada's 
Public Transit Needs of the Future  

 (Agenda Pages 94 – 98) 
 

 

7. IN CAMERA MEETING continued  
 

7.1. Motion to In Camera - Financial Matter (FOIP Section 25(1)(b)(c))  
  

 
 

7.2. Motion to Revert to Open Meeting  
  

 

8. ADJOURNMENT  
 

 

 



 

 

 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

 

of The Red Deer City Council Regular Meeting 

held on Monday, August 17, 2015 

commenced at 2:30 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Tara Veer 

  Councillor Buck Buchanan  

  Councillor Tanya Handley 

 Councillor Ken Johnston 

 Councillor Lawrence Lee 

  Councillor Lynne Mulder 

 Councillor Frank Wong  

 Councillor Dianne Wyntjes 

 

 City Manager, Craig Curtis 

 Acting Director of Communications & Strategic Planning, Tara Shand 

 Director of Community Services, Sarah Cockerill 

 Acting Director of Corporate Services, Dean Krejci 

 Director of Corporate Transformation, Lisa Perkins 

 Director of Development Services, Elaine Vincent 

 Director of Human Resources, Kristy Svoboda 

 Director of Planning Services, Tara Lodewyk 

 City Clerk, Frieda McDougall 

 Corporate Meeting Coordinator, Louise Maher 

 Corporate Meeting Coordinator, Amber Senuk 

 Engineering Services Manager, Wayne Gustafson 

 Major Projects Planner, Angus Schaffenburg 

 Senior Planner, Orlando Toews 

 Senior Planner, Randa Wheaton 

 Planner, Christi Fidek 

 Social Planning Manager, Scott Cameron 

  

 

ABSENT: Councillor Paul Harris (leave of absence) 

 

City of Red Deer City Council Regular Meeting, 2015/08/31 - Page 1 Item No. 2.1.



 2  

  Unapproved City Council Regular Meeting Minutes -     

Monday, August 17, 2015  

                                                         

  

 

1. MINUTES 

 

1.1. Confirmation of the Minutes of the July 20, 2015 City Council Meeting 

 

Moved by Councillor Lawrence Lee, seconded by Councillor Lynne Mulder 

 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer hereby approves the Minutes of the 

July 20, 2015 Regular Council Meeting as transcribed. 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

1.2. Confirmation of the Minutes of the August 11, 2015 Special City 

Council Meeting 

 

Moved by Councillor Ken Johnston, seconded by Councillor Buck Buchanan 

 

Resolved that Council of the City of Red Deer hereby approves the Minutes of the 

August 11, 2015 Special Council Meeting as transcribed. 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

2. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

2.1. Sylvan Lake Regional Water Commission 
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Request for Water Treatment and Transmission Service 

 

Moved by Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, seconded by Councillor Lawrence Lee 

 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer hereby agrees to lift from the table 

consideration of the Sylvan Lake Regional Water Commission - Request for Treatment 

and Transmission Service. 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 

 

 MOTION TO LIFT FROM THE TABLE CARRIED 

 

Moved by Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, seconded by Councillor Ken Johnston 

 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer having considered the report from 

Environmental Services dated August 4, 2015 re: Sylvan Lake Water Commission, 

Request for Water Treatment and Transmission Service hereby agrees to the 

following: 

 In alignment with Council’s Utility Policy, approval in principle of this request           

for water service from the Sylvan Region, subject to the following conditions:   

1. The water cannot be used for large-scale Agricultural Purposes, where an 

agricultural operation covering more than 4 hectares would be considered 

large-scale, 

2. Full costs of capital and operating being borne by the Sylvan Region, 

3. The Sylvan Region requesting a license to draw from the Red Deer River and if 

the draw is approved, it is agreed that The City of Red Deer will make the 

draws on the applicant’s behalf, 

4. City ownership and operation of the existing treatment plants, 

5. City approval of access area and allocated capacity to the Sylvan Region, 

6. The Sylvan Region must provide on-going water conservation programs and 

initiatives, similar to those provided in The City, 

7. In the case of inadequate water supply due to drought, equipment failure or 
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other causes, the Sylvan Region must restrict their customer use of water in a 

similar manner that The City does, 

8. That Service Connections follow the principles contained within the IDP 

between Red Deer County and The City of Red Deer including :  

a. Not allowing service connections in The City’s Growth Area, and  

b. Service Connections may be allowed in the Collaborative Planning Area 

following the agreed to process contained within the IDP. 

 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 

 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

3. REPORTS 

 

3.1. Approval of Council Meeting Dates for 2016 

 

Moved by Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, seconded by Councillor Lynne Mulder 

 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer having considered the report from 

Legislative Services dated July 29, 2015 hereby approves the Council meeting dates for 

2016 as follows: 

  

Council Meeting Dates 

January 4, 2016 to December 19, 2016 

Monday January 4, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Monday January 18, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Monday February 1, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Tuesday February 16, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Monday February 29, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Monday March 14, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Tuesday March 29, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 
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Monday April 11, 2016            Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Monday April 25, 2016  Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Monday May 09, 2016            Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Tuesday May 24, 2016            Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Monday June 06, 2016            Regular Council Meeting CANCELLED 

Monday June 20, 2016            Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Monday July 04, 2016            Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Monday  July 18, 2016            Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Tuesday August 02, 2015 Regular Council Meeting CANCELLED 

Monday August 15, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Tuesday August 16, 2016 Mid-Year Budget Review  9:00 A.M. 

Monday August 29, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Monday September 12, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Monday September 26, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Tuesday October 11, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Monday October 24, 2016 Organizational Meeting &  

                                                      Regular Council Meeting       2:30 P.M. 

Monday November 7, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Monday November 21, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 2:30 P.M. 

Tuesday November 22, 2016 Capital Budget Meeting 9:00 A.M.  

Monday December 5, 2016 Regular Council Meeting  2:30 P.M. 

Monday December 19, 2015 Regular Council Meeting CANCELLED 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

4. BYLAWS 

 

4.1. Borrowing Bylaw 3552/2015 - Land Acquisition 

Consideration of First Reading of the Bylaw 
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Moved by Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, seconded by Councillor Lynne Mulder 

 

FIRST READING:      That Bylaw 3552/2015 (a Borrowing Bylaw to finance land 

acquisition related to land development activities) be read a first 

time 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

4.2. Traffic Bylaw Amendment 3186/A-2015 

Consideration of First Reading of the Bylaw 

 

Moved by Councillor Lynne Mulder, seconded by Councillor Dianne Wyntjes 

 

FIRST READING:      That Bylaw 3186A/-2015 (a Traffic Bylaw amendment to amend 

speed limits and truck routes) be read a first time 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder 

 

OPPOSED: Councillor Tanya Handley 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

4.3. SPCA Loan Interest Rate Reduction 

Bylaw 3400/A-2015 

 

Moved by Councillor Lynne Mulder, seconded by Councillor Lawrence Lee 

 

SECOND READING: That Bylaw 3400/A-2015 (a Loan Bylaw amendment to reduce  

the interest rate payable by the SPCA) be read a second time.  
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IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

Moved by Councillor Lynne Mulder, seconded by Councillor Lawrence Lee 

 

THIRD READING: That Loan Bylaw Amendment 3400/A-2015 be read a third time.  

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

4.4. Willson House (Formerly Grandview Lodge) 

Land Use Bylaw Amendment 3357/M -2015 

Bylaw 3550/2015 to Designate Willson House, 5011 43 Avenue, a 

Municipal Historic Resource under the Alberta Historical Resources 

Act from HS – Historical Significance Overlay District to HP – 

Historical Preservation Overlay District 

 

Councillor Mulder left Chambers at 3:59 p.m. and returned to Chambers at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Moved by Councillor Buck Buchanan, seconded by Councillor Frank Wong 

 

FIRST READING:      That Bylaw 3550/2015 (a Designation Bylaw to designate Willson 

House as a Municipal Historic Resource) be read a first time.  

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 
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Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

Moved by Councillor Buck Buchanan, seconded by Councillor Frank Wong 

 

SECOND READING: That Designation Bylaw 3550/2015 be read a second time.  

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

Moved by Councillor Lawrence Lee, seconded by Councillor Frank Wong 

 

Resolved that with the unanimous consent of Council members present, that 

Designation Bylaw 3550/2015 be presented for third reading.  

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

Moved by Councillor Buck Buchanan, seconded by Councillor Frank Wong 

 

THIRD READING:  That Designation Bylaw 3550/2015 be read a third time.  

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 
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Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

Moved by Councillor Frank Wong, seconded by Councillor Buck Buchanan 

 

FIRST READING:      That Bylaw 3357/M-2015 (a Land Use Bylaw amendment to 

change the designation of Willson House from HS – Historical 

Significance Overlay District to HP-Historical Preservation 

Overlay District) be read a first time. 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

5. NOTICES OF MOTION 

 

 5.1.     Notice of Motion Submitted by Councillor Paul Harris and Councillor            

Ken Johnston re: Improving Municipal Oversight of Payday Loan 

Businesses 

 

Moved by Councillor Ken Johnston, seconded by Councillor Buck Buchanan 

 

Resolved that Council of the City of Red Deer, having considered the Notice of 

Motion re: Improving Municipal Oversight of Payday Loan Businesses hereby agrees to 

explore a partnership with The City of Calgary in advocating for provincial changes.  

 

The following Motion to Amend was then introduced: 

 

Moved by Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, seconded by Councillor Lawrence Lee 
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Add the wording the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association, and the Central Alberta 

Poverty Reduction Alliance. 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, Councillor Frank 

Wong, Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, 

Councillor Tanya Handley 

 

OPPOSED: Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Ken Johnston 
 

 MOTION TO AMEND CARRIED 

 

The Original Motion as Amended was then on the floor. 

 

Moved by Councillor Ken Johnston, Seconded by Councillor Buck Buchanan 

 

Resolved that Council of the City of Red Deer, having considered the Notice of 

Motion re: Improving Municipal Oversight of Payday Loan Businesses, hereby agrees to 

explore a partnership with The City of Calgary, Alberta Urban Municipalities 

Association, and the Central Alberta Poverty Reduction Alliance, in advocating for 

provincial changes. 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, Councillor Frank 

Wong, Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, 

Councillor Tanya Handley 

 

OPPOSED: Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Ken Johnston 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

Council recessed at 5:08 p.m. and reconvened at 6:00 p.m. 

 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

6.1. Timber Ridge Phase 4B 

Proposed Redesignation from A1 to R1 and R1N 

Land Use Bylaw Amendment 3357/R-2015 
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Mayor Tara Veer declared open the Public hearing for Land Use Bylaw Amendment 3357/R-

2015 which redesignates a portion a portion of Timber Ridge from A1 to R1 and R1N.  

Orlando Toews, Senior Planner was present to speak to the Land Use Bylaw Amendment.  As 

no one else was present to speak for or against the Land Use Bylaw Amendment Mayor Tara 

Veer declared the Public Hearing closed. 

 

Moved by Councillor Buck Buchanan, seconded by Councillor Lawrence Lee 

 

SECOND READING: That Bylaw 3357/R-2015 (a Land Use Bylaw amendment to 

redesignate a portion of Timber Ridge from A1 to R1 and R1N), 

be read a second time.  

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

Moved by Councillor Buck Buchanan, seconded by Councillor Lawrence Lee 

 

THIRD READING:    That Land Use Bylaw Amendment 3357/R-2015 be read a third 

time.  

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder,  

                                Councillor Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

6.2. Land Use Bylaw Amendment 3357/N-2015 

Secondary Suite Review 
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Prior to the Public Hearing the following amending motion was introduced and passed. 

Moved by Councillor Lynne Mulder, seconded by Councillor Lawrence Lee 

 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer, hereby agrees to amend Land Use 

Bylaw Amendment 3357/N-2015 prior to second reading as follows: 

 

Section (9.1) – Insert the wording ‘Approved Secondary Suites are to be located within 

Detached Dwelling Units in residential neighbourhoods and are intended to provide an 

integrated residential use that is secondary to the primary Detached Dwelling Unit in 

order to” after the first sentence.  

 

Section (9.1)(b) – Insert the word ‘additional’ after the word ‘create’. 

 

Insert a new Section (9.1.1) - A secondary suite is only allowed in a Detached Dwelling 

Unit.  

 

Section (9.2) – Insert the wording ‘in a Detached Dwelling Unit’ after ‘Where a 

Secondary Suite is shown as a Permitted Use’ and also insert the word ‘allowed’ after 

‘It is’ in the second sentence.  

 

Section (9.3) – Insert the wording ‘in a Detached Dwelling Unit’ after ‘A Second Suite 

is a Discretionary Use’ 

 

Section (9.8) – Delete the word ‘any’ after the wording ‘by virtue of’ in the first 

sentence.  

 

Section (9.8)(c)(iii) – Insert the wording ‘in which on-Street parking is allowed’ after 

the wording ‘A Side Boundary of the Site abuts a Municipal Reserve Site’ 

 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder,  

Councillor Tanya Handley 
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 MOTION CARRIED 

 

Mayor Tara Veer declared open the Public hearing for Land Use Bylaw Amendment 

3357/N-2015 which is a bylaw to improve the Development Permit application process 

for secondary suites and to reword sections for consistency with existing policies 

contained within the Land Use Bylaw.  Christi Fidek, Planner was present to speak to 

the Land Use Bylaw Amendment.  As no one else was present to speak for or against 

the Land Use Bylaw Amendment Mayor Tara Veer declared the Public Hearing closed. 

 

Moved by Councillor Frank Wong, seconded by Councillor Ken Johnston 

 

SECOND READING: That Bylaw Amendment 3357/N-2015,as amended (a Land Use 

Bylaw amendment to improve the Development Permit 

application process for secondary suites and to reword sections 

for consistency with existing polices contained within the Land 

Use Bylaw) be read a second time 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

Moved by Councillor Frank Wong, seconded by Councillor Ken Johnston 

 

THIRD READING:     That Land Use Bylaw Amendment 3357/N-2015, be read a third 

time 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder,  

 

Councillor Tanya Handley 
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 MOTION CARRIED 

 

6.3. Land Use Bylaw Amendment 3357/S-2015 

Temporary Warming Centre at 4934 - 54 Avenue 

 

Mayor Veer declared open the Public Hearing for Land Use Bylaw Amendment 3357/S-2015 

which provides for a temporary warming centre at 4934-54th Avenue until June 1, 2017.  Mr. 

Devon Snideman, Mr. Daryl Hillman, Dr. Greg Meikle were present to speak against the bylaw.  

Mrs. Christina Wilson and Reverend Jeff Rock were present to speak in favour of the bylaw.  

Scott Cameron, Social Planning Manager spoke to this item.  As no one else was present to 

speak for or against the Bylaw Amendment, Mayor Tara Veer declared the Public Hearing 

closed. 

 

Moved by Councillor Ken Johnston, seconded by Councillor Frank Wong 

 

SECOND READING: That Bylaw 3357/S-2015 (a Land Use Bylaw to provide for a 

temporary warming centre at 4934-54th Avenue until June 1, 

2017) be read a second time.  

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Lynne Mulder 

 

OPPOSED: Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, 

Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, Councillor 

Lawrence Lee, Councillor Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION DEFEATED 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Moved by Councillor Lawrence Lee, seconded by Councillor Tanya Handley 

 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer hereby agrees to adjourn the Monday, 

August 17, 2015 Regular Council Meeting of Red Deer City Council at  8.04 .p.m.
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IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

   

MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
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 U N A P P R O V E D - M  I  N  U  T  E  S 

 

of the Red Deer City Council Mid-Year Budget Review 

held on Tuesday, August 18, 2015 

commenced at 9:00 a.m. 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Tara Veer 

  Councillor Buck Buchanan (arrived at 9:02 a.m.) 

 Councillor Tanya Handley 

 Councillor Ken Johnston 

 Councillor Lawrence Lee 

  Councillor Lynne Mulder 

 Councillor Frank Wong  

 Councillor Dianne Wyntjes 

 

 City Manager, Craig Curtis 

 Director of Communications & Strategic Planning, Julia Harvie-Shemko 

 Director of Community Services, Sarah Cockerill 

 Director of Corporate Services, Paul Goranson 

 Director of Corporate Transformation, Lisa Perkins 

 Director of Development Services, Elaine Vincent 

 Director of Human Resources, Kristy Svoboda 

 Director of Planning Services, Tara Lodewyk 

 Financial Services Manager, Dean Krejci 

 City Clerk, Frieda McDougall 

 Corporate Meeting Coordinator, Louise Maher 

 Executive Assistant, Amber Mack  

 Superintendent, Scott Todd 

 

 

ABSENT: Councillor Paul Harris (leave of absence) 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

City Manager, Craig Curtis provided an introduction to the mid-year budget process. 

 

2. FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

 Financial Services Manager, Dean Krejci provided a financial update.  

 

Council recessed at 10:04 a.m. and reconvened at 10:26 a.m.  

 

3. NEW FUNDING REQUESTS/ADJUSTMENTS 

 

3.1. Additional RCMP Storage Facility 

 

Moved by Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, seconded by Councillor Lynne Mulder 

 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer having considered the report from 

Community Services dated August 6, 2015 re: Additional RCMP Storage Facility, 

hereby approves: 

1. One time funding of $12,000 in 2015 to be funded from the Operating 

Reserve-Tax Supported, and       

2. $20,000 of ongoing funding in 2016, 

to allow for an additional storage facility.  

 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 

 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 
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3.2. Corporate Security Program 

 

Moved by Councillor Ken Johnston, seconded by Councillor Tanya Handley 

 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer, having considered the report from the 

Human Resources Department dated August 6, 2015 re: Corporate Security Program, 

hereby approves: 

1. One time funding of $40,000 in 2015 to be funded from the Operating  

                Reserve-Tax Supported; and  

2. $100,000 of ongoing funding in 2016, 

to fund a full time security focused position to help plan, implement and operate the 

Corporate Security Program.  

 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

3.3. Sustainable Energy - Technology Analysis 

 

Moved by Councillor Lawrence Lee, seconded by Councillor Lynne Mulder 

 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer, having considered the report from 

Planning Services Division and Development Services Division dated August 6, 2015 re: 

Sustainable Energy – Technology Analysis, hereby approves a funding request of 

$50,000 to support further technology analysis to be brought forward to Council in 

the last quarter of 2015. This funding will be sourced through: 

1. $25,000 from the Landfill Rate Stabilization and Operating Reserve; and  

2. $25,000 from the Land Development Reserve. 
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IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, Councillor Frank 

Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, Councillor Lawrence Lee, 

Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor Tanya Handley 

 

OPPOSED: Councillor Buck Buchanan 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

  

4. REPORTS 

 

4.1.     Legal Services Budget Update 

 

Council agreed to accept the report for information.   

 

4.2.     Police Fine Revenue Shortfall 

 

Council agreed to accept the report for information.  

 

 

5. NEW FUNDING REQUESTS/ADJUSTMENTS - Continued 

 

5.1. Enterprise Business Plan (EBP) 2016 and Public Input Update 

 

Moved by Councillor Lawrence Lee, seconded by Councillor Lynne Mulder 

 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer, having considered the report from the 

City Manager’s Office dated August 11, 2015, re: Enterprise Business Plan (EBP) 2016 

and Public Input: update, hereby agrees that: 

1. The Capital Budget release and media briefing occur at least one week    

             prior to the scheduled 2016 Capital Budget meeting; and  

2. The Operating Budget release and media briefing occur at least three  

            weeks prior to the first of our scheduled 2016 Operating Budget     

meeting 

 

 

 

 

City of Red Deer City Council Regular Meeting, 2015/08/31 - Page 19 Item No. 2.2.



 5 City Council Mid-Year Budget Review Minutes –  

Unapproved - Tuesday, August 18, 2015                                                          

 

 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

6. SUMMARY OF MID YEAR BUDGET DECISIONS 

 

Dean Krejci, Financial Services Manager, provided a summary of the Mid-Year Budget 

decisions. 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Moved by Councillor Ken Johnston, seconded by Councillor Lynne Mulder 

 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer hereby agrees to adjourn the August 

18, 2015 Mid-Year Budget Review of Red Deer City Council at 11:56 a.m. 

 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Dianne 

Wyntjes, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Tanya Handley 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

 

   

MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
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June 22, 2015 

Environmental Advisory Committee 2014 Annual 
Report 
Environmental Services 

 

Report Summary & Recommendation: 

At their June 17, 2015 meeting The City of Red Deer Environmental Advisory Committee 
(EAC) passed a resolution endorsing the 2014 Annual Report.  The Committee is proud to 
present this report to Council outlining their work and achievements during 2014.   

 

The Environmental Advisory Committee annual report is provided to Council as an 
informational update only and does not require a specific decision.  

 

City Manager Comments:  

This report is being presented for information.  

 

 

Craig Curtis 

City Manager 

 

 

City of Red Deer City Council Regular Meeting, 2015/08/31 - Page 21 Item No. 4.1.



 
 

 

Report Details 
 

Background: 

The Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC) is a Council committee established by Red 
Deer City Council in 2009 to act in an advisory capacity to Council specifically with regard 
to environmental matters.   

 

The committee was established as a means to represent a cross section of community views 
on the environment and provide an avenue for citizens to present environmental issues to 
Council and Administration.  The committee has many examples of fulfilling this objective 
including active review and input into a number of city initiatives with an environmental 
component.  The Committee was also central in developing The City of Red Deer’s 
Environmental Master Plan and in the ongoing implementation and direction around fulfilling 
the objectives of this plan.   

 

 

 

Discussion: 

In addition to informational presentations before members, the EAC also responded directly 
to environmental action and policy in the city.  To illustrate, the following table identifies 
specific reports or issues reviewed by the committee and the outcome: 

 

REPORT or ISSUE EAC ACTION or ROLE OUTCOME 

Wood Fire Boilers 

 

EAC supports adopting a ban 
on wood burning boilers in Red 
Deer  

Council considered this 
matter in late 2014 and early 
2015.  Council passed a 
resolution to develop 
thresholds and regulations 
rather than a ban.  
Administration working on 
the research/regulations 
(expected in 2015). 

Climate Change Adaptation 
Plan  

 

EAC accepts the report and 
recommends Council’s 
approval.   

Council adopted the Plan as 
Part One of Red Deer’s 
Climate Change Adaptation 
Strategy in 2014.   

Administration continuing 
work on developing Part Two 
with the implementation 
strategy (expected in 2015). 

Greening the Fleet Study 

 

EAC accepts the report and 
recommends Council’s 
approval. 

Council adopted the Study in 
2014.   

Administration implementing 
study. 
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Air Quality Monitoring EAC received a report from the 
Parkland Airshed Management 
Zone (PAMZ) regarding air 
readings in the region.  
Endorses a second permanent 
monitoring station in Red Deer. 

Monitoring station approved 
by the Development 
Authority, it is now 
operational at Lancaster 
Reservoir site. 

Eco-Industrial Report and 
planning overlay district 

EAC supports adopting the 
eco-industrial planning district 
and encourages The City to 
promote and raise awareness 
of this district and its 
opportunities.   

Council adopted the Eco-
Industrial District in 2014.   

Environmental Master Plan 
2013 Annual Report  

  

 

EAC supports the annual report 
and endorses amendments and 
recommendations from 
Administration  

Council subsequently 
adopted the 2013 Annual 
Report.   

 

Idle Free Public Education 
Report  

EAC accepted the report and 
encourages the program be 
expanded/continued. 

Council received the update 
reporting on the Idle Free 
Program and directed it be 
continued through 2015-16.  
Administration to provide 
research updates in 2015. 

Carpool.ca EAC accepted the report and 
provides comments for 
consideration.  

Administration reviewed 
input from the committee 
and incorporated /addressed 
suggestions. 

  

 

Analysis: 

As the committee liaison, together with the Committee Chair and members of the 
committee, I am pleased to provide City Council with the 2014 Environmental Advisory 
Committee annual report outlining committee activities in detail for Council’s consideration.    

(Analysis Information Here)  
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 City of Red Deer 

Environmental Advisory Committee  

Annual Report 2014  
 

For the Year beginning January 1, 2014 and running until December 31, 2014.   
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Cover Photo: 

 

 

 

Environmental Advisory Committee Members and Staff 2014-15 
Photo Taken at City Hall, June 2015 
 
Pictured From Left to Right: 
Reg Warkentin, Andrea Stenvig, Brandon Leask, Chelsah Sigurdson, Leslee 
Burton, Jonathan Wieler, Nancy Hackett (Staff, City of Red Deer Environmental 
Services), Garfield Marks, Lynne Mulder 

Environmental Advisory Committee Members and Staff 2013-14 
Photo Taken at City Hall, June 2014 
 
Pictured From Left to Right: 
Lorne Bates, Rod Schumacher, Lawrence Lee, Andrea Pagee Nancy Hackett 
(Staff, City of Red Deer Environmental Services), Brandon Leask, Leslee 
Burton, Garfield Marks, Frank Wong  
 
Missing from Photos:   
Please note that some members of the Committee were missing from these 
photos. A complete list of Committee members is found in the report. 
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June 1, 2015 

Tour of Alberta – Canada’s Pro Cycling Festival 
RECREATION, PARKS & CULTURE 

 

Report Summary & Recommendation: 

The Tour of Alberta is a great sport and event opportunity for any destination as it 
supports economic development, generates profile (international broadcast and 
media coverage), and promotes health and wellness.   Although The City has not 
been specifically asked to host a stage of the 2016 Tour of Alberta, the opportunity 
is available.   

With this in mind, Administration examined the opportunity and believes that at this 
point in time the benefits derived from hosting this event do not justify the 
associated costs and risks. 

Therefore administration does not recommend hosting The Tour of Alberta in 2016. 

 

City Manager Comments:  

I support the recommendation of Administration. 

 

 

Craig Curtis 

City Manager 

 

Proposed Resolution: 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer having considered the report from 
Recreation, Parks & Culture dated June 1, 2015 re: Tour of Alberta – Canada’s Pro 
Cycling Festival, hereby agrees that The City of Red Deer will not seek the 
opportunity to host the Tour of Alberta in 2016.
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Background: 

 

In both 2013 and 2014, Red Deer played host to the Tour of Alberta; Alberta’s Pro-
Cycling Festival, international in participation and exposure. The race is a sanctioned 
race by the Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI), the worldwide governing body for 
the sport of cycling. The event has drawn up to 120 world-class cyclists – many of 
whom compete in the Tour de France. The Tour of Alberta is a six-stage race, 
beginning with Team Time Trials (Stage 1), followed by cycles through various 
communities for an additional 5 days. 

 

The 2014 Tour of Alberta media included; six days of national and international 
television coverage, broadcasted to more than 161 countries around the world with 
approximately 45.5 million international television viewers. A consultant was hired 
by the Alberta Peloton Association to conduct quantitative research and an 
economic impact analysis on the 2014 Tour of Alberta event.   Initially estimated 
between $30-35 million, the reported gross economic impact for the event was $22 
million.   

Other interesting statistics include: 

- Six in ten attendees strongly agree that the Tour of Alberta makes a positive 
contribution to Alberta’s image and that they are likely to attend future races 

- 75% of attendees felt it was very important that the Alberta government is 
involved in bringing major events to the province and 89% agree that it is 
reasonable to use taxpayer money to do so 

The statistic provided locally for Red Deer were calculated based on the reported 
attendance figures and estimated a gross economic impact of $1.6 Million for central 
Alberta/Red Deer.   

 

To host a portion of the Tour, communities must commit to a “Hosting Rights 
Fee/Community Partnership Package”.  There are various stages which can be 
hosted.  Stage 1: The Prologue includes a start and finish in the same community 
with a Rights Fee of $250,000; Stage 2-5 includes a start in one community (Rights 
Fee of $100,000) and an end in another community (Rights Fee of $150,000).  Stage 
6, or the Finish Day (start and finish in same community), is a Rights Fee of 
$350,000. In addition, host communities must cover the costs of the city services 
necessary to operate the event (i.e. permits, road closures, etc.).  Communities are 
further encouraged to host a festival open to the public at their own cost.   
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Discussion: 

 

A. Opportunity - 2016 Tour of Alberta 

The 2016 Tour of Alberta is being promoted as being focused primarily in Southern 
Alberta.   Although The City has not been formally asked, there is the opportunity 
to host Stage 1:  The Prologue. The Prologue includes the time trials, which consist 
of an 8 km course within city limits, and 2 ½ hours of cycling through that course as 
the teams complete their time trials.  The Staging Crew from the Tour is often in 
town for a week prior to the event, while race teams come 3 days prior to the 
event along with set up crews and media.   

As with previous years, a festival be hosted, free to the public during the day. This 
festival will travel with the race and provide educational, community outreach and 
healthy living programs in a festival environment with a variety of entertainment and 
hospitality experiences.  The Local Organizing Committee is required to support the 
planning of this festival and is encouraged to enhance the festival opportunities. 

 

B. Event Value 

Promotion and Exposure 

The Hosting Rights Fee/Community Partnership Package of $250,000 provides the 
host city with several benefits including: 

- Branding and Marketing Rights  
- Print exposure  
- Signage at the event 
- Media and PR exposure 
- Broadcast exposure  
- Website and social media exposure 
- Hospitality 
- On Site Festival Activation 

 
Anticipated Red Deer Economic Benefit 
The Tour of Alberta suggests that hosting Stage 1: The Prologue would provide 
approximately 1440 room nights, with an anticipated economic impact of $1.8 
Million.   
 

Community Benefit 

The Tour of Alberta Pro Cycling Event is an event of international magnitude, 
bringing cycling teams to Alberta, some of which also compete in the Tour de 
France.  

The Tour will provide our community the opportunity to participate in a world-class 
event, have access to a free festival that provides entertainment, education, 
community outreach and healthy living programs, all the while showcasing our 
community to international audiences.   
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C. Host City Responsibilities 

The host city must commit to: the Hosting Rights Fee/Community Partnership 
Package; the provision of civic services required to host the event; planning and 
expenses related to hosting the community festival in conjunction with the event; as 
well as resourcing of a local organizing committee related to the event.   

 

1. Financial Contribution 

Prologue Hosting Rights Fee / Partnership Investment $250,000.00 

Civic Services related to 2016 Prologue Stage   $55,000.00* 

 Includes:  

- Dedicated staff liaison  
- Police Services within The City 
- Public Works and road services 
- Spectator First Aid 
- Resident and Business Notification 
- Portable Toilets and Waste Management 
- Permitting Services 
- Overnight Security 
- Internet and meeting room access 
- Insurance 
- Meals for onsite media 

*Actual cost of the 2014 event, however, it is anticipated that the Prologue Stage costs 
may higher. 

Expenses related to local Festival     $ 35,000.00  

TOTAL          $340,000.00 

 

2. Local Organizing Committee (LOC)  

Administration would require the support of a local organizing committee of 
approximately 25 people.  City staff would act as a formal liaison to the LOC.  The 
committee would be responsible for planning the event in conjunction with the 
Alberta Peloton Association.  The LOC would also be responsible for recruiting 
additional volunteers for the event. 
 
 

Analysis: 

 
The Tour of Alberta is a great sport and event opportunity for any destination as it 
supports economic impact, generates profile (international broadcast and media 
coverage), and promotes health and wellness.   The event aligns with our Economic 
Development Charter and helps to position our community to further our goals of 
local economic development. It further supports the Greater Downtown Action 
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Plan as it supports our continued direction to use public spaces, bring legitimate 
activity into our downtown and host special events in Historic Downtown. 

To help further formulate a recommendation for hosting the 2016 Tour of Alberta, 
administration evaluated the event through the following lenses: 

 

Capacity 

In the next four years, Red Deer will host two significant events:  the Memorial Cup 
in 2016 and the Canada Winter Games in 2019.  The community will be heavily 
invested into these events through planning, volunteerism and corporate 
involvement and support.  

Further, The City has committed resources (both human and financial) to the 2019 
Canada Winter Games and preparation for these Games is a priority.  Over the 
next four years, the entire corporation will be heavily invested in the preparing to 
welcome Canada to Red Deer.  Capacity to host an additional event will be limited.   

 

Profile 

Attendance at the 2014 Tour was notably less than the previous year and the event 
was missing a number of prominent racers from the 2013 Tour.  In both years the 
event occurred on a weekday, during the first week of school which may have 
impacted attendance and participation in the local festival. 

Although the Tour in Red Deer received more local print coverage in 2014, this was 
not a result of the Tour of Alberta’s promotion, but rather the choice of the local 
paper to provide interest stories.  Further, The City provided the pre-event 
promotion related to the race route and road closures. 

There was less international broadcasting in 2014 than the previous year.  The 
Chairperson of the Local Organizing Committee was featured in commercials, 
rather than the city.  Promotion and activation was not comprehensive or engaging.   
  

Yield 

Looking at the 2013 and 2014 events and the contribution to local room nights and 
spending, job creation opportunities, and volunteer opportunities, this event did not 
meet expectations. 
Although the 2016 Tour of Alberta suggests that hosting The Prologue would 
provide approximately 1440 room nights, with an anticipated economic impact of 
$1.8 Million, administration is unable to verify the economic benefit from the 2014 
event or the number of room nights realized by local hotels.   
 

Legacy 

Other than the opportunity to develop a stronger volunteer base, the Tour of 
Alberta leaves no local legacy.  There is no local investment or financial contribution 
by the Tour back to the community or sport in general.   
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Risk 

In 2014 the Alberta Peloton Association confirmed a three year agreement with the 
Government of Alberta that would see the Province invest in successive editions of 
the event, however, there was a significant decrease in the $4 million originally 
received in seed funding in 2013, with further decreases in each successive year.  
This decrease in support resulted in a doubling of the Rights fees in 2014 as well as 
the requirement to generate additional revenue through corporate sponsorship.   

Administration contacted some of our community partners (Tourism Red Deer, The 
Chamber of Commerce, Hotels Red Deer, The Downtown Business Association) 
and although there is a willingness to help promote the event, there is little capacity 
to invest financially which would put the onus on The City for the $340,000+ 
commitment required in 2016. 

Early planning is critical to the success of an event of this magnitude.  Both 2013 and 
2014 events failed to develop a robust volunteer committee and City staff was left 
to source and allocate roles to properly deliver the event/festival.   

Overall, administration does not have any certainty on the level of sustainability for 
this event.   

 

 

Recommendation: 

Given the above analysis, administration does not support hosting the Tour of 
Alberta in 2016.   

City of Red Deer City Council Regular Meeting, 2015/08/31 - Page 36 Item No. 4.2.





 

 

 

August 6, 2015 

Sponsorship  
RECREATION, PARKS & CULTURE 

 

Report Summary & Recommendation: 

Opportunities exist to use sponsorship as a revenue and resource generating 
strategy and connect our community to these opportunities.  
 
Administration recommends that Council approves proceeding with a City led 
sponsorship program related to Recreation, Parks and Culture assets. 
 
Further, Administration recommends that Council identifies Option #2: Partial 
Implementation as the preferred option for implementation, and directs 
Administration to bring back a recommended strategic approach and related costs.  

 

 

City Manager’s Comments: 

I support the recommendation of Administration.  
 
 
Craig Curtis 
City Manager 
 

 

Proposed Resolution: 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer having considered the report from 
Recreation, Parks and Culture dated August 6, 2015 re: Sponsorship, hereby: 

 

1. Endorses proceeding with a City led sponsorship program related to 
Recreation, Parks and Culture assets, 

2. Endorses Option #2, Partial Implementation which allows Administration to 
respond to requests for sponsorship from the community and to actively 
seek naming rights for new assets as the preferred option for sponsorship 
implementation; and  

3. Directs Administration to bring back a recommended strategic approach and 
related costs.  
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Background: 

The Governance and Policy Committee of Council (GPC) passed a resolution on 
May 7, 2012 to develop Council Policy on sponsorship and naming. On August 28, 
2012 GPC workshopped the principles and outcomes related to sponsorship and 
subsequently approved the following policies: 

- Sponsorship Policy (PS-A-2.6) 
- Executive Limitation Policy:  Public Image (EL-B-2.2) 
- Executive Limitation Policy:  Relationships with Other Entities (EL-B-2.3) 

 
Administration proceeded to pilot the Glendale Skate Park and the Downtown 
Spray Park capital projects utilizing the approved policies.  Through an open 
Expression of Interest (EOI) process, the community was invited to propose 
sponsorship for either of these projects.  A successful proponent was selected for 
the Spray Park, but the Skate Park did not generate interest that met the minimum 
thresholds of the EOI.    
 
Over the past several years administration has fielded numerous calls from 
companies and service organizations related to sponsorship for recreation, parks, 
and cultural amenities, programs and services. With no basis or foundation to 
identify opportunities or their values, administration responded to requests on an ad 
hoc basis. 
 

 

Discussion: 

During the 2014, budget process, Council approved the funding required to conduct 
an inventory and valuation of RPC sponsorable assets.   
 
Asset Inventory and Valuation: 
The first step in developing a sponsorship program involved identifying potential 
properties and assets within RPC that could be leveraged with corporate partners; 
either as stand-alone opportunities such as facility naming rights, event sponsorships 
and fitness programs or by bundling multiple assets such as all seniors programs or 
environmental initiatives. This Master Inventory outlined seven (7) core categories 
under which City assets could be organized. They included: 
 

• Naming Rights  

• City-Wide Public Programs and Services  

• Events and Attractions 

• City-Wide Themed Initiatives  

• Audience Bundled Programs 

• Advertising  

• Other Unique Opportunities 

City of Red Deer City Council Regular Meeting, 2015/08/31 - Page 38 Item No. 4.3.



 
 

 

 
The Inventory and Valuation identifies not only sponsorship but also advertising 
opportunities within the department. RPC has historically had a program for 
advertising within recreation facilities and this work remains in the department’s 
work plan today. Prior to 2007, RPC contracted the sale of display advertising within 
the recreation facilities. The arrangement was not successful and resulted in a long 
term commitment which prevented the Department from implementing an alternate 
advertising program, and created a barrier to meeting revenue projections related to 
advertising. The final commitments expired in early 2015, which enables RPC to 
move forward with a new approach to advertising sales within our recreation 
facilities and meet current revenue targets.  
 
Once RPC’s potential sponsorship and advertising assets were identified, an analysis 
was conducted to determine the potential “fair market value” of these assets.  
 
As a result of this valuation exercise, The City can be more confident that it is 
receiving fair value for its assets, more easily able to justify its sponsorship pricing 
and apply a consistent formula to future opportunities.  
 

Alignment with Strategic Direction: 
As with any other corporate initiative, it is important that RPC’s approach to 
sponsorship aligns with Council strategies and priorities.   Implementation of a 
sponsorship program within RPC supports Community Amenities by leveraging a 
new source of revenue to plan and build facilities and programs, resulting in 
demonstration of Financial Leadership by contributing to creating a sustainable 
financial foundation. 
 
Opportunities and Challenges: 
There are opportunities and challenges related to the implementation of a 
sponsorship program including: 
 

Opportunities  Challenges  

Increased community partnerships  Competition for sponsorship dollars 

Increased revenue realized Additional resources required 

Potential to enhance service levels (i.e. 
offering of special events) 

Perception of commercialization 

Innovative, alternative sources of 
funding realized 

Unpredictable revenue (economy) 

Ensures City receives maximum value 
for assets 

Projected revenue may not be realized; 
uptake may not be as high as projected 
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Opportunity for Naming Rights for new 
facilities may be realized 

Community capacity may be stretched 
due to Canada Games and RDC fund 
development targets in the next four 
years 

Improved community perception of 
financial stewardship 

Ability to maintain ongoing sponsorship 
relationships, commitments and 
activations 

 Sponsor/Donor Fatigue  
 
 
Considerations: 
As identified, The City has assets that could generate additional revenue through the 
implementation of a sponsorship program. It is anticipated that a full roll out of a 
program would take 5 years.  The estimated gross revenue (before expenses) that 
could be generated from sponsorships once in full operation is $562,375 annually, 
and the associated costs would be approximately 54 per cent. 
 
Over the next several years Red Deer will host a number of high profile events 
including the Memorial Cup and the 2019 Canada Winter Games. These events will 
draw national attention and create momentum in the community. The 2019 Canada 
Winter Games Board of Directors, Red Deer College, and the Red Deer Rebels will 
be seeking the community’s support through fundraising efforts and The City could 
be perceived as competing against these organizations for sponsorship dollars. The 
City may consider delaying implementation of a sponsorship program until after 
these events. Having said that, the optimal time to generate naming rights is when 
new builds are being planned or constructed and opportunities may be lost if we 
choose not to implement now.  
 

 

Analysis: 

 
Although a Sponsorship program aligns with Council’s strategic direction, and RPC 
has an asset inventory with fair market values assigned, Administration requests that 
Council provides renewed direction regarding the level and timing of the RPC’s 
involvement in a sponsorship program. 
 
The following represent options to consider for developing RPC’s sponsorship 
program: 

1. Full: Full implementation pursing all possible sponsorship opportunities. 
As stated earlier, the estimated gross revenue that could be generated from 
sponsorships once in full operation is $562,375 annually with associated costs 
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of approximately 54%. Considering that the program would be in the start-up 
phase and will grow for the first few years, it is expected to take 5 years for 
it to reach full capacity.  
 

2. Partial: Allow Administration to respond to requests for sponsorship from 
the community and to actively seek naming rights for new assets. 
This option will allow RPC to actively seek sponsorship for new builds that 
are being planned or constructed which includes upcoming new capital builds 
like Red Deer Arena, and respond to requests from service groups and 
businesses wishing to sponsor a RPC asset. 
 
Due to the uncertainty around the assets that could be sold for sponsorship 
under this option, it is extremely difficult to project revenues that would be 
generated by sponsorship or the related expenditures.  
 

3. Wait:  Delay the implementation of a sponsorship program until after the 
2019 Canada Winter Games.  By waiting to implement a program, The City 
may avoid being perceived as competing for sponsorship dollars. 

 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Administration recommends that Council approves proceeding with a City led 
sponsorship program related to Recreation, Parks and Culture assets. 
 
Further, Administration recommends that Council identifies Option #2: Partial 
Implementation as the preferred option for implementation, and directs 
Administration to bring back a recommended strategic approach and related costs.  
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August 25, 2015 

Year Round Ross Street Patio Request from the Greater 
Downtown Action Plan Steering Committee 
City Administration 

 

Report Summary & Recommendation: 

Although the item was not on the agenda, the GDAP Committee passed a motion 
requesting that City Council give further consideration to a year round Ross Street 
Patio. 
 
This matter has been considered by Council on numerous occasions and a year 
round patio has not been supported (background material attached).  As indicated, 
GDAP supported a year round patio at that time with no formal programming.  The 
rationale based on the most recent reports was: 
 

• Almost 50% of businesses in the area oppose the continuation of the patio in 
winter. 

• There would be additional operating costs for snow clearing, maintenance 
and programming previously estimated at a net cost of $45,000. 

 
The project was originally approved as a pilot and during the 2015 Operating Budget 
ongoing funding was approved to install, program and remove the patio on an annual 
basis.   

 

City Manager Comments:  

Administration reaffirms its previous recommendation; I support the previous 
recommendations of administration and the decision by Council in January. 
 
 
Craig Curtis 
City Manager 
 

Proposed Resolution 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer having considered the report from 
City Administration dated August 25, 2015 re: Year Round Ross Street Patio 
Request from the Greater Downtown Action Plan Steering Committee, hereby 
confirms its decision of January 2015 to continue the patio as a summer amenity.  
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BRedDeer 
GREATER DOWNTOWN ACTION PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE 

Date: August 5, 2015 

To: City Council 

From: Greater Downtown Action Plan Steering Committee 

Subject: Year Round Ross Street Patio 

At the August 4, 2015 Greater Downtown Action Plan Steering Committee meeting, the Committee 
discussed the benefits of a year long patio on Ross Street. The following resolution as set out below 
was introduced and passed: 

Resolved that the Greater Downtown Action Plan Steering Committee, having discussed a year 
round Ross Street patio, hereby requests that Council give further consideration to a year 
round Ross Street patio, and forwards this to Council for consideration. 

The above is submitted for Council's consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dustin Quirk 
Chair, Greater Downtown Action Plan Steering Committee 

c. Jason Taylor, Divisional Strategist 

DMl711910 
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Ross Street Patio Summary: 

October 14, 2014 (report dated September 20, 2014 report to Council - summary of patio -

proposed resolution indicates a review in 2015 but the resolution as proposed was never 

considered .... rather the resolution was broken in two with one resolution dealing with 

removal of patio and the other with a winter city strategy - as follows: 

October 14, 2014 - Council agrees to remove patio for 2014 PASSED 

Subsequent motion introduced to direct admin to explore winter city strategy TABLED 

November I 0, 2014 - Council consider motion to explore development of winter city 

strategy and that Ross Street Patio be a pilot 

Motion to Amend introduced to delete Ross Street patio 

Amended Motion then on Floor 

20 15 Operating Budget - FAR re Downtown Initiatives 

Recommended summer patio only 

Motion to approve $80,000 one-time funding 

Subsequent motion to approve $80,000 ongoing 

AMENDMENT CARRIED 

DEFEATED 

DEFEATED 

Amended by increasing the ongoing funding by $25,000 to $105,000 DEFEATED 

Original Motion then on the Floor $80,000 ongoing CARRIED 
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28 Council Operating Budget Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, January 6, 20 IS 

Moved by Councillor Tanya Handley, seconded by Councillor Lynne Mulder 
I 

Item Department Initiative Title 2015 One Time 
Requirement 

40.0 PWS 

IN FAVOUR: 

Roads Section Training Program 25,000 

Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Tanya 
Handley, Councillor Paul Harris, Councillor Ken Johnston, 
Councillor Lawrence Lee, <:ouncillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 
Frank Wong, Councillor Dianne Wyntjes 

MOTION CARRIED 

Council recessed at 4:59 p.m. on Thursday, January 8, 20 IS and reconvened at I :00 p.m. on 
Friday, January 9, 20 IS 

Prior to consideration of the following item, Councillor Paul Harris declared that as a result of 
a perception of bias that has been raised he is declaring a conflict and absenting himself from · 
debate relating to the Ross Street Patio. Councillor Paul Harris left Council Chambers at I :04 
p.m. 

Moved by Councillor Frank Wong, seconded by Councillor Tanya Handley 

Item Department 

41.0 PLA 

IN FAVOUR: 

OPPOSED: 

Initiative Title 2015 One Time 
Requirement 

Downtown Initiatives 80,000 

Councillor Tanya Handley, Councillor Frank Wong 

Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Ken 
Johnston, Councillor Lawrence Le~. Councillor Lynne Mulder, 
Councillor Dianne Wyntjes 
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29 Council Operating Budget Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, January 6, 2015 

ABSENT: Councillor Paul Harris 

MOTION DEFEATED 

A subsequent motion was then introduced. 

Moved by Councillor Lynne Mulder, seconded by Councillor Dianne Wyntjes 

Item Department Initiative Title 2015 Ongoing 
Requirement 

41.0 PLA Downtown Initiatives 80,000 

Prior to voting on the original motion, a motion to amend was introduced 

Moved by Councillor Ken Johnston, seconded by Councillor Lynne Mulder 

IN FAVOUR: 

OPPOSED: 

ABSENT: 

Councillor Ken Johnston, Councillor Lynne Mulder 

Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Tanya 
Handley, Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Frank Wong, 
Councillor Dianne Wyntjes 

Councillor Paul Harris 

MOTION DEFEATED 

The original motion was then on the floor 

IN FAVOUR: 

OPPOSED: 

Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Ken 
Johnston, Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, 
Councillor Dianne Wyntjes 

Councillor Tanya Handley, Councillor Frank Wong 
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Item 

43.0 

30 

ABSENT: Councillor Paul Harris 

Council Operating Budget Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, January 6, 20 15 

MOTION CARRIED 

Councillor Paul Harris returned to Council Chambers at I :47 p.m. 

Moved by Councillor Tanya Handley, seconded by Councillor Lynne Mulder 

2015 2015 2015 2016 2017 
Dept Initiative Title Salary Ongoing One Time Incremental Incremental 

Requirement Requirement Requirement Requirement Requirement 
Development, 
Safety Codes and 
Compliance 

INL Services 183,280 (194,n5) 21,350 (9,855) 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Tanya 
Handley, Councillor Paul Harris, Councillor Ken Johnston, 
Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 
Frank Wong, Councillor Dianne Wyntjes 

MOTION CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, seconded by Councillor Lynne Mulder 

Item Department Initiative Title · 2015 Ongoing 
Requirement 

45.0 INL Medicine River Wildlife Centre 25,000 

subject to a funding agreement be entered into between The City of Red Deer and the 
Medicine River Wildlife Centre satisfactory to the City Manager and the City Solicitor. 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Tanya 
Handley, Councillor Paul Harris, Councillor Ken Johnston, 
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THE CITY OF RED DEER - 2015 BUDGET 
FUNDING ADJUSTMENT RECOMMENDATION 

Item No. 41 P7 

Initiative Title: Downtown Initiatives 
Department Name & Reference #: Planning Services Division - Downtown 
Business Unit No. & Name: 115 - Greater Downtown Action Plan 

A. This recommendation is related to (check one of the following): 
jg! Strategy charter or sustainability priorities Implementation of Greater Downtown 

Action Plan 
D Basic service 
jg! Capital Project 

B. This recommendation is (check one of the following): 

c. 

D Revenue 
jg! Expenditure $80,000 

Initiative overview for an expenditure recommendation: 
Brief description 
The Ross Street Patio has received multiple positive reviews and generated interest 
from other municipalities looking to revitalize their downtowns. As substantial capital 
upgrades (Little Gaetz, Veteran's Park, sidewaik improvements) have and are being 
completed, summer programming has helped create a more lively, vibrant, and animated 
spaces downtown. 

This FAR continues a request for funding for the existing summer programming that has 
occurred for the past 3 summers by providing resources to install and remove the Ross 
Street Patio as well as program public spaces including Veterans' Park and the Ross 
Street:Patio. "This initiative puts on about 35 lunch or evening events. In order to meet 
the target for this FAR the programming has been reduced by eliminating the First 
Friday evening events but continuing with the weekly lunch events. 

Why are you recommending this FAR? 
The FAR would continue to support the Greater Downtown Action Plan by providing 
ongoing funding for the following programs: 

Ross Street Patio 
The Patio has been in place each summer since 2012 and has been successful and well 
received by a majority of downtown patrons and business owners. 

This initiative provides a strong public space for individuals to gather. It is also the 
platform for our summer programming aimed at bringing individuals into downtown 
public spaces during lunch hours and later into the evening when traditionally the 
downtown sees fewer pedestrian, retail and restaurant activity. 
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PS Item No. 41 

Activity Generation -) 
This would support resources to continue the partnership with Culture Services to J 
successfully provide programming, such as concerts and cultural activities, to downtown 
through the summer patio program. This program supports and enhances place-making 
by using areas created by capital investment and encouraging the community to own · 
them and use them as their own. The volume of programming is reduced from prior I \ ~ 
years to exclude the First Friday evening events but include the weekly lunch events in ~ 
order to reduce the FAR by $25,000. 

What change will we realize as a result (outcome)? . ~ . / 
There will be a continued service level for the summer patio season during the day to v f . ( 1 _ • 

bring families and community members into our downtown but a reduced service level .., ) "-;! 

for the First Friday evening events. (/'-

What other options did you consider to achieve this change? 
There is opportunity to explore small scale sponsorship to offset some of the 
programming being offered. This is not reflected in the FAR as sponsorship is still under 
review. 

D. Financial impact $80,000 

Revenue 

Personnel 

Fees, Maintenance, 
$80,000 and Services 

Materials ·& Supplies ... 

Other 

Internal Charges 

Net impact $80,000 

Ongoing $80,000 

One-Time ) 
·. ___ / 
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E. City Manager comments: 

Recommend support. This FAR represents ongoing funding for the Ross 
Street patio and limited programming. 
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City Council Regular Meeting Minutes -

Monday, November I 0, 20 14 

Harris, Councillor Ken Johnston, Councillor Lawrence Lee, 

Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor 

Dianne Wyntjes 

MOTION CARRIED 

3. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

3.1. Winter City Strategy 

Moved by Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, seconded by Councillor Lynne Mulder 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Tanya Handley, Councillor Paul 

Harris, Councillor Ken Johnston, Councillor Lawrence Lee, 

Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor Frank Wong, Councillor 

Dianne Wyntjes 

MOTION TO LIFT FROM THE TABLE CARRIED 

The original motion as introduced was then on the floor 

Moved by Councillor Paul Harris, seconded by Councillor Ken Johnston 

Prior to voting on the motion, above, a motion to amend was introduced 

Moved by Councillor Lawrence Lee, seconded by Councillor Ken Johnston 
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IN FAVOUR: 

OPPOSED: 

5 
City Council Regular Meeting Minutes -

Monday, November I 0, 2014 

Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Tanya Handley, Councillor Ken 

Johnston, Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Frank Wong, 

Councillor Dianne Wyntjes 

Councillor Paul Harris, Councillor Lynne Mulder 

MOTION TO AMEND CARRIED 

The original motion as amended was then on the floor. 

IN FAVOUR: 

OPPOSED: 

4. REPORTS 

Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, Councillor Lynne Mulder, 

Councillor Paul Harris 

Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Tanya Handley, Councillor Ken 

Johnston, Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Frank Wong 

MOTION DEFEATED 

4.1. Request For Combative Sport Event Date Change 

Moved by Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, seconded by Councillor Lynne Mulder 
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IN FAVOUR: 

3 
City Council Regular Meeting Minutes -

Tuesday, October 14, 2014 

Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Tanya 

Handley, Councillor Paul Harris, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Frank Wong, Councillor Dianne Wyntjes 

MOTION CARRIED 

3.2. Ross Street Patio-Pilot Project 

Councillor Wyntjes left Council Chambers at 4: 15 p.m. and returned at 4: 16 p.m. 

Moved by Councillor Lawrence Lee, seconded by Councillor Frank Wong 

IN FAVOUR: 

OPPOSED: 

Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Tanya Handley, Councillor Ken 

Johnston, Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Frank Wong, 

Councillor Dianne Wyntjes 

Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Paul Harris, Councillor 

Lynne Mulder 

MOTION CARRIED 

A subsequent motion was then introduced. 

Moved by Councillor Paul Harris, seconded by Councillor Ken Johnston 
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City Council Regular Meeting Minutes -

Tuesday, October 14, 2014 

Prior to voting on the preceding motion, the following tabling resolution was introduced. 

Moved by Councillor Lawrence Lee, seconded by Councillor Tanya Handley 

IN FAVOUR: 

OPPOSED: 

4. BYLAWS 

Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Tanya Handley, Councillor Ken 

Johnston, Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Frank Wong, 

Councillor Dianne Wyntjes 

Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Paul Harris, Councillor 

Lynne Mulder 

MOTION TO TABLE CARRIED 

4.1 Emergency Management Bylaw Amendment 
3468/A-2014 Amendment to Allow for Proper 
Position Titles of CL T 

Moved by Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, seconded by Councillor Tanya Handley 

IN FAVOUR: Mayor Tara Veer, Councillor Buck Buchanan, Councillor Tanya 

Handley, Councillor Paul Harris, Councillor Ken Johnston, 

Councillor Lawrence Lee, Councillor Lynne Mulder, Councillor 

Frank Wong, Councillor Dianne Wyntjes 

MOTION CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor Dianne Wyntjes, seconded by Councillor Tanya Handley 
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THE Ci TY CH 

Red Deer 
September 30, 2014 

Ross Street Patio - Year Round Pilot 
Planning Services Directorate 

Report Summary & Recommendation: 
During the 2014 budget discussion, Council requested staff report on options for retaining 
the Ross Street Patio over the winter of 2014/ I 5 to pilot year-round use. 

This report presents 2 options for Council to consider, including budget implications. 

A survey conducted received 338 responses. Downtown businesses and the general public 
were asked about their support for a winter patio and to provide suggestions for activities 
and amenities. Support for a winter patio was only slightly preferred over removing it. 

The idea was reviewed by the Greater Downtown Action Plan (GDAP) Committee who 
supports leaving the patio in place and pursuing community-led programming. The Downtown 
Business Association also supports retaining the Ross Street Patio over the winter. 

Removal and installation costs have been a small component of the overall budget. The 
patio is tentatively scheduled for removal the week of October 27, 2014. A cost estimate of 
a mid-block crossing has been received and recommended for inclusion within the review. 

Staff recommends the patio be removed as scheduled and a more comprehensive review be 
undertaken. The recommendation is provided for the following reasons: 

The initial review of the viability of a winter patio was conducted, which raised 
additional issues required for successful implementation, including: 

o Survey comments and suggestions that warrant further examination. 

o Safety, logistical, liability and operational considerations requiring further 
analysis and consultation. 

There is not overwhelming support for a winter patio. 

There is no surplus budget for a winter patio or related initiatives. 
Staff shortages have limited the scale and timing of the review. 

City Manager Comments: 
I support the recommendation of Administration for two primary reasons: 

• Almost 50% of the businesses in the area oppose the continuation of the patio in 
the winter. Surveys showed that there was very strong support for the patio in the 
summer. 

• The additional cost of $35,000 would require an amendment to the 2014 operating 
budget. 

Proposed Resolution 
Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer, having considered the report from the 
Planning Services Directorate dated September 30, 2014 re: Ross Street Patio - Year Round 
Pilot hereby agrees to remove the patio for 2014 and request an updated review in 20 I 5. 
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Report Details 
Background: 

A number of initiatives - both pilot and permanent projects - have been undertaken to 
improve the Historic Downtown making it a more vibrant, pedestrian-friendly place to visit. 

History of the Ross Street Patio 

The Ross Street Patio pilot project is one of the many outcomes of the Integrated 
Movement Study process during which The City of Red Deer coordinated "speaker series" 
events and workshops with the community on the topics of walkability, placemaking, transit 
and complete streets. Installed in the summer of 2012, the Ross Street Patio has enhanced 
downtown Red Deer by creating a new vibrant public space. 

The International Downtown Association recognized The City of Red Deer with a 
Downtown Merit Award for the Ross Street Patio. The project was among 22 qualified 
entries in the category of 'Public Space' that recognizes capital improvements that enhance 
the urban design, physical function and/or economic viability of downtowns and 
communities. The Ross Street Patio also reflects the public comment and feedback received 
during the Greater Downtown Action Plan process. 

Crews temporarily remove 17 parking stalls and one lane of traffic to make way for the 
popular spot for people to have lunch, grab a coffee and catch up with friends. The area's 
planters and shrubs and patio tables with umbrellas provide an inviting atmosphere. 

Arts and cultural programming has been vital to the patio's success. For four months, 
beginning early June to the end of September, programming has included First Friday patio 
parties, Best Summer Ever concerts on Tuesdays and Thursdays as well as programming 
provided by the Downtown Business Association on Wednesdays. The adjacent Downtown 
Market attracted crowds in search of fresh baking and local produce, while the Community 
Piano allowed casual musicians to 'tickle the ivories'. The Ross Street Patio has contributed 
to increased activity and pedestrian movement in the downtown and has provided a central, 
outdoor location for activities and events throughout the summer. 

During the 2014 Budget debate, staff were requested to review and report on options for a 
winter patio, thereby retaining a year-round patio. This report discusses the outcome of 
that review, the results of the public consultation and provides two options for Council's 
consideration. 

Discussion: 

Consultation 

To determine interest in retaining the Ross Street Patio over the winter, the consultation 
process combined online surveys available to both the public and downtown businesses with 
a survey conducted of patio users by volunteers from the GDAP Committee and DBA 
members. Feedback showed a slight preference for a winter patio. 

The survey was completed on June 26th. The full results are attached as an Appendix and are 
summarized below. 

2 
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Public Feedback 

There were 282 responses from the general public. 

• 94% of the respondents live in Red Deer and 85% have been to the Ross Street Patio. 

• 57.5% said YES they "would consider using the Ross Street Patio in the winter if it 
remained open". There were 112 comments. 5 were supportive or somewhat 
supportive with conditions. I 08 of the comments cited the following reasons not to have 
a winter patio (Please note: Some comments throughout contained more than one 
reason). 

Reasons to Not Have a Winter Patio # of mentions 

I Weather I Temperature 48 

2 Use Other Areas - City Hall Park, Veterans' Park, Bower Ponds ... 13 

3 Cost I Better Use of Taxes 13 

4 Safety I Snow and Ice and Traffic 12 

5 Parking Impact II 
6 No Interest I Lack of Use 9 

7 Do Not Support the Patio At Any Time 8 

8 Traffic Impact 7 

9 Fear of Downtown 7 

10 Hurts Other Downtown Businesses 2 

• 176 (62%) responded when asked about their support for the suggested activities - rail 
jam, skating rink and ice sculpting - and 134 provided comments and/or suggestions. 

Support was 84% for ice sculpting activities, 68% for a skating rink and 45% for rail jam. 

Respondents' suggestions for a winter patio are listed below. 

Suggested Winter Patio Activities and Amenities # of mentions 

I Heaters I Bonfire I Fire-pits 22 

2 Hot Chocolate 21 

3 Festivals 17 

4 Snow/Ice Sculptures I Snow/Ice Building Activities 13 

5 Christmas-themed Activities/Events and Installations 13 

6 Music I Theatre 9 

7 Market I Vendors 6 

8 Sporting Events 3 

Respondents' comments related to the winter patio activities and events are noted below. 

Comments regarding Winter Patio Activities # of mentions 

I Use Other Areas I Better Suited to Parks or Other 17 

2 Parking Preferred 16 

3 Safety I Proximity to Traffic Concerns 7 

4 Traffic Negatively Impacted 6 

5 Do Not Support the Patio At Any Time 6 

6 Cost I Better Use of Taxes 3 

3 
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Downtown Business Feedback 

There were 60 responses from downtown businesses. 

• 28 (46.7%) operate within the Ross Street Patio area 

• 38 (66.7%) have been in their current location for more than 6 years 

• 17 (30%) remain open when special programming is offered on the patio 

• When downtown businesses were asked whether they would "support leaving the Ross 
Street Patio open throughout the winter", 29 (51%) responded YES and 28 (49%) 
answered NO. 

Of the 36 comments received, 12 were supportive of leaving the patio open throughout 
the winter and 21 were not supportive. Comments in support included: 

Absolutely, I am excited to hear it perhaps going forward with a 'new' look for the 
winter; we need some fun in our cold days! 

Because it attracts more people overall to the downtown and creates great spaces 

Waste of money to take down and re-install, plus we need some action in winter 

We have invested this much, we should try it to see what the response is 

It will be good for all downtown 

Adds a unique character to the downtown experience 

Awesome how it makes our downtown more vibrant and attractive. Walkability is 
important 

We look forward to the activities and energy that the patio could bring to the 
downtown in winter. The possibilities are amazing and endless. I'm very excited to 
see what the business owners might create. 

We are a winter city and should embrace it instead of locking ourselves inside. 
Even with the cold winter this past season, we spent many days on our deck at the 
office and it would have been great to have the patio open. 

I consider it an improvement to the downtown community. 

Comments not in support included: 

Predominately concerned about how the cold weather would affect programming, 
event attendance and general patio use. 

Loss of parking, particularly in cold weather when shoppers are less willing to walk 
any distance and demand for seasonal shopping. 

Already low use of suburban ice rinks, so don't see how this space will be used. 

It will attract smokers and vagrants. 

• When asked "what is most important when considering making the Ross Street Patio a 
permanent fixture", 55 businesses responded. The top 5 selections were: 

Considerations for Making Patio Permanent # of mentions rank 

Site Clean-Up and Maintenance 50 3.68 

Availability of Parking 47 3.11 

Surrounding Businesses Being Open 43 2.98 

Musical or Cultural Events 39 2.90 

Adequate Seating 41 2.76 
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• When asked "what are the areas of concern/challenges in keeping the Ross Street Patio 
open in the winter", 53 downtown businesses responded. The top 4 selections were: 

Concerns I Challenges of a Winter Patio # of mentions 

Temperatures 45 

Lack of Use 38 

Parking Impact 31 

Traffic Impact 24 

• 33 (58%) responded when asked about their support for the suggested activities - rail 
jam, skating rink and ice sculpting - and 29 provided comments and/or suggestions. 

Support was 88% for ice sculpting activities, 67% for a skating rink and 36% for rail jam. 

Downtown businesses' suggestions for winter patio activities and events are listed below. 

Suggested Winter Patio Activities and Amenities # of mentions 

I Festivals 7 

2 Bonfire 5 

3 Christmas-themed Activities, Events and Installations 3 

4 Music I Theatre I Arts & Culture 3 

5 Market I Vendors 3 

6 Snow/Ice Building Activities and Events I 

Additional items for consideration, including parking and traffic impacts and the response to 
the request for a mid-block walkway are discussed below. 

Parking Impacts 

The review of on-street parking shows the 17 stalls removed for the patio are well used 
when the patio is not in place. However, as was shown in the 2012 review of the patio and 
echoed by a review of downtown parking meter usage in 2013, when the patio was in place, 
ample spaces were available within the adjacent blocks surrounding the Ross Street Patio. 

Figure I (attached) shows the use of City owned parking lots downtown in 2013. Overall, 
on average the 660 daily use stalls had 400 available spaces between 9am and 5pm 
weekdays. The most popular lots - P4 and P3 - are closest to the central core. Sorensen 
Station's daily-use stalls, (located kitty corner to P4) had only 26% occupancy, indicating 
either reluctance by visitors to use those stalls or, anecdotally, many people are not aware 
they are available. 

Traffic Impacts 

Although it was still mentioned by a few people in the survey, the traffic flow along Ross 
Street from 48 Avenue (City Hall) through to the Superstore has operated at satisfactory 
levels throughout the patio season. It is not expected that retaining the patio over the 
winter will create negative impacts to traffic flow. In fact, traffic flow may improve with 
reduced reversing out of parking stalls on the north side of Ross Street. 
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Mid-Block Crossing 

The GDAP Committee requested the City consider a mid-block walkway to the patio. This 
was also a suggestion in the survey comments. The initial response from the Engineering 
Department is a pedestrian crossing would require painted zebra stripes, side-mounted 
pedestrian cross signs, curb ramps and reducing the speed to 30 km/h. The estimated cost 
is $15,000. 

Downtown Business Association Board of Directors Review 

At the July 16, 2014 Downtown Business Association Board of Directors meeting, the 
Board discussed a year round patio on Ross Street and passed the following resolution 
(attached): 

MOTION to adopt Option 2 as presented by Kim Fowler - Retain Full Size Patio 
throughout winter. 

Greater Downtown Action Plan (GDAP) Steering Committee Review 

At the June 24, 2014 Greater Downtown Action Plan Steering Committee meeting, the 
Committee discussed a year round patio on Ross Street and passed the following resolution 
(attached): 

"Resolved that the Greater Downtown Action Plan Steering Committee having 
considered a year round patio on Ross Street, hereby endorses a year round patio and 
recommends no formal programming, but encourages programming to grow organically. 
The City shall provide street furnishings and improvements for use on the patio and to 
call for expressions of interest from community groups. The year round patio shall be 
reviewed in spring of 2015." 

Analysis: 

Two options for Council consideration are provided below. 

Option I : Remove patio for 2014 and request updated review in 2015 ($0) 

This option maintains the status quo where the patio would be removed in October and 
returned in the spring. This option also allows Planning Services staff to undertake a more 
detailed review of a winter patio for 2015/2016. As this would be a first winter season for 
the patio, there are numerous factors that require detailed consideration, such as 
maintenance and snow removal; the installation, storage and maintenance of heaters; and 
detailed programming. 

Expenditure: No additional budget required. Costs to remove and re-install are 
estimated to be $35,000 and are included in the Operating Budget. 

6 
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Option 2: Retain full size patio experience ($45,000) 

This option would retain the patio and provide for winter maintenance, amenities and 
programming of the public space. Because programming of the space is integral to its success, 
a few major activities/events supplemented by staff facilitation of community events, is 
recommended. Outdoor heaters are also recommended and any additional furniture or 
structures would require capital funding from the Downtown Street Furniture and Patio 
Program budget. 

Expenditure: Although there would be savings of approximately $30,000 to $35,000 (fall 
removal and spring install) realized by leaving the patio in place, costs for maintenance, 
programming and heat are estimated at $80,000 as shown in the following table. 
Maintenance is for snow removal. Programming would include approximately 2-3 
programmed events. It is noted the intensity of use of a winter patio will be significantly less 
than the summer patio. Heat would be installation, maintenance and removal of propane 
heaters. 

Ross Street Winter Patio 

Operating Cost Estimates 

Maintenance $30,000 

Programming $25,000 

Heat $25,000 

Total $80,000 

Cost savings from not ($35,000) 
installing & removing 

Net Total Cost Estimate $45,000 

Recommendation: 
Due to additional review and consultation required, Option I to remove patio for 2014 and 
request staff to provide an updated review in 2015 is recommended. 
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August 25, 2015 

Amendment to Traffic Bylaw 3186/97 

Consideration of Second & Third Reading 
Legislative Services 

Report Summary & Recommendation: 

Summary: 

The attached report is being brought forward from the Monday, August 17, 2015 
City Council meeting. 

 

 

Recommendation:  

The Council consider giving second and third readings to Traffic Bylaw Amendment 
3186/A-2015, a bylaw to amend speed limits and truck routes. 

 

 

 

Report Details 

Background: 

At the Monday, August 17, 2015 Council Meeting, Council gave first reading to 
Traffic Bylaw Amendment 3186/A-2015, a bylaw to amend speed limits and truck 
routes.  
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June 30, 2015 

Amendment to Traffic Bylaw 3186/97 
Engineering Services Department 

Report Summary & Recommendation: 

The purpose of City of Red Deer Traffic Bylaw 3186/97 is to control and manage 
traffic upon roadways within the City of Red Deer and the Bylaw has been amended 
as required by City Council to continue to meet the changing traffic needs as Red 
Deer grows.   
 
The Engineering Services Department has conducted a review of Traffic Bylaw 
3186/97 and concluded an amendment is required to: 
 

• Include speed limits for roadways recently annexed from Red Deer County. 

• Update roadway speed limits due to design speed changes from recent 
construction projects for such as the Taylor Drive Improvement Project - 
2014, 19 Street Widening Project – 2013, etc. 

• Update truck routes. 
 
The proposed amendments in Bylaw 3186/A-2015 impact only Schedules “B, C, D, 
F” and the creation of a Schedule “N” but do not impact the main body of Traffic 
Bylaw 3186/97.   
 

The Engineering Services Department supports the amendments to Traffic Bylaw 
3186/97 as outlined and recommends City Council approval. 

 

City Manager Comments:  

I support the recommendation that Council consider first reading of Traffic Bylaw 
Amendment 3186/A-2015. If first reading is approved, this bylaw will be brought for 
consideration of second and third readings at the August 31, 2015 meeting of City 
Council.  

 

Craig Curtis 

City Manager 

 

Proposed Resolution 

That Council consider first reading of Traffic Bylaw Amendment 3186/A-2015 at this 
time.   

 

 

Report Originally Submitted 
to the August 17, 2015 City 
Council Meeting 
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Report Details 
 

Background: 

City of Red Deer Traffic Bylaw 3186/97 was passed on December 15, 1997 to 
control and manage traffic upon roadways within the City of Red Deer and has been 
amended as required by City Council to continue to meet the changing traffic needs 
as Red Deer grows.  The purpose of this report is to present the Engineering 
Services Department’s recommended amendments to Traffic Bylaw 3186/97 as 
found in Bylaw 3186/A-2015.  
 

Discussion: 

The Engineering Services department conducted a review of City of Red Deer 
Traffic Bylaw 3186/97.  The review recommends amendments to Schedules “B, C, D, 
F” and the creation of Schedule “N’ of Traffic Bylaw 3186/97. The rationale for 
Engineering Services recommended amendments are as follows: 

 

19 Street Speed Limit 

As part of the 19 Street Widening Project in 2013, a speed limit amendment is 
required to match the new design for 19 Street between 30 Avenue and the East 
City Limit. 

 

67 Street - 30 Avenue Speed Limit 

The development of new intersections for the Clearview North, Timberlands and 
Garden Heights subdivisions requires changing the speed limit from 70 km/h to 60 
km/h. 

 

Queens Business Park - Speed Limits and Truck Routes 

Roadways within West QE2, including Queens Business Park and Burnt Lake, are 
added as truck routes. 75 Avenue requires a speed limit of 60 km/h. 

 

Riverside Drive - Speed Limit 

Engineering Services conducted a traffic speed study and collision analysis for 
Riverside Drive. Based on Transportation Association of Canada standards, a limit of 
60 km/h is warranted from 49 Avenue to Riverside Drive 67 Street Westbound 
Ramp. 

 

Taylor Drive Improvements - Speed Limit 
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As part of the Taylor Drive Improvement Project in 2014, a lower 50 km/h speed 
limit is required on Taylor Drive from 45 Street to the south side of the Taylor 
bridge. 

 

Annexation - Speed Limits and Truck Routes 

Annexations of county land (MGB 083/09, 119/07) require additions to the Traffic 
Bylaw. Range Road 272, Range Road 274, Range Road 281, Township Road 391 and 
the portion of 20 Avenue between 55 Street and 39 Street require reduced speed 
limits, based on observed conditions and consultation with the residents. All 
roadways within Chiles Industrial Park, part of the Blindman ASP, are added as truck 
routes. 

 

54 Street between 49 Avenue and 50 Avenue - Remove Truck Route 

Engineering Services implemented the recommendations of the “2008 Signal 
Warrant Study Human Factors Assessment at 54 Street & 49 Avenue” report at the 
intersection 54 Street & 49 Avenue. One of these improvements is a re-
configuration of the northeast and northwest corners with a bulb-out design to 
reduce pedestrian crossing distance and improve pedestrian visibility. These 
geometric improvements impede the truck movements from northbound to 
westbound. As a result, Engineering recommends removing 54 Street between 49 
Avenue and 50 Avenue from the designated truck routes. Alternate truck routes 
remain in place to serve this area.  

 

54 Avenue between Taylor Drive and Gaetz (50) Avenue - Change Truck 
Route 

Several road closures and extensions were implemented within the rail yards area as 
part of the Greater Downtown Action Plan (GDAP). These include: 

 

• The closures of the existing 55 Street (one-way eastbound) and the 55A 
Street (one-way westbound) west of Gaetz Avenue. 

• The closure of the Gaetz Avenue - 54 Avenue Intersection and a portion of 
54 Avenue. 

• The extension of 55 Street west of 50 Avenue to 54 Avenue 
 

The permanent road closures and extension have been approved by City Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Red Deer City Council Regular Meeting, 2015/08/31 - Page 65 Item No. 5.1.



 
 

 

Analysis: 

The recommended amendments impact only Schedules “B, C, D, F” and the creation 
of Schedule “N” but do not impact the main body of Traffic Bylaw 3186/97. 

 

Financial Implications 

There are no financial implications. 

 

Recommendation 

The Engineering Services Department supports the amendments to Traffic Bylaw 
3186/97 as outlined in Bylaw 3186/A-2015 and recommends City Council approval. 
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TRAFFIC BYLAW AMENDMENT 3186/A-2015 
 

Being a Bylaw to amend Bylaw No. 3186/97, the Traffic Bylaw of The City of Red Deer as 
described herein. 
 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RED DEER, ALBERTA, ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Bylaw No. 3186/97 is hereby amended as follows: 
 
1. In Schedule “B” - 60 km/h, Section 1 under AVENUES shall be deleted in its entirety and 

is replaced with “30 Avenue, from 67 Street to the South City Limit”. 
 

2. In Schedule “B” - 60 km/h, Section 6 under AVENUES shall be deleted in its entirety and 
is replaced with “Taylor Drive from Highway 11A to 400 metres east of Kerry Wood 
Drive”. 
 

3. In Schedule “B” - 60 km/h, the following Sections under AVENUES shall be added: 
 
13 C & E Trail, from Highway 11A to the North City Limit 
 
14 Range Road 270, from 185 metres north of Township Road 382 to 185 metres 

south of Township Road 382 
 
15 Riverside Drive from 49 Avenue to Riverside Drive 67 Street Westbound 
 Ramp 
 
16 Range Road 281, from 79 Street to the South City Limit 
 

 17 Taylor Drive from 45 Street to 200 metres south of 43 Street 
 

18 Range Road 274, from Township Road 391 to the North City Limit 
 
19 Range Road 272, from Landry Avenue to Township Road 391 
 
20 75 Avenue, from Highway 11A to 79 Street 
 
 

4. In Schedule “B” - 60 km/h, Section 5 under STREETS shall be deleted in its entirety and 
is replaced with “Ross (50) Street, from 212 metres east of Michener Avenue to 700 
metres east of Davison Drive”. 
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5. In Schedule “B” - 60 km/h, the following Sections under STREETS shall be added: 
 
8 67 Street from 150 metres west of Garden Gate to 30 Avenue 
 

 9 Township Road 391, from Range Road 273 to Range Road 272 
 

 10 Township Road 391, from Range Road 274 to C & E Trail 
 

6. In Schedule “C” - 70 km/h, Section 1 under AVENUES shall be deleted in its entirety 
and is replaced with “Riverside Drive, from 630 metres south of 77 Street to Riverside 
Drive 67 Street Westbound Ramp”. 
 

7. In Schedule “C” - 70 km/h, Section 2 under STREETS shall be deleted in its entirety and 
is replaced with “67 Street from 150 metres east of Pamely Avenue to 150 metres west 
of Garden Gate”. 

 
8. In Schedule “C” - 70 km/h, Section 4 under STREETS shall be deleted in its entirety and 

is replaced with “19 Street, from 270 metres east of Vermont Avenue to 49 Avenue, for 
westbound motorists”. 
 

9. In Schedule “C” - 70 km/h, the following Section under STREETS shall be added: 
 
5 19 Street, from 49 Avenue to 395 metres east of Vermont Avenue, for 
 eastbound motorists 
 

10. In Schedule “D” - 80 km/h, Section 1 under AVENUES shall be deleted in its entirety 
and is replaced with “Range Road 271, between Township Road 390 and Highway 11 
(55 Street)”. 
 

11. In Schedule “D” - 80 km/h, the following Sections under AVENUES shall be added: 
 
2 Range Road 270, from Highway 11 to 185 metres north of Township Road 
 382 
 
3 Range Road 270, from 185 metres south of Township Road 382 to the  South 

City Limit 
 

12. In Schedule “D” - 80 km/h, Section 1 under STREETS shall be deleted in its entirety and 
is replaced with “Township Road 384 (67 Street), from Range Road 272 (30 Avenue) to 
the East City Limit”. 
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13. In Schedule “D” - 80 km/h, the following Sections under STREETS shall be added: 
 
2 Township Road 390, from Range Road 272 (30 Avenue) to Range Road 271 
 
3 Highway 11, from Range Road 271 to the East City Limit 
 
4 Township Road 382, from 20 Avenue to the East City Limit 

 
 

14. In Schedule “F” – THE CITY OF RED DEER TRUCK ROUTES COMMERCIAL AND 

INDUSTRIAL AREA TRUCK ROUTES, the following Commercial and Industrial Parks  shall 
be added: 

 
“West QE2” 
“Chiles Industrial Park” 
 

15. In Schedule “F” – SPECIFIED TRUCK ROUTES, the following reference under STREETS 
shall be deleted in its entirety: 
 
54 Street   49 Avenue   Gaetz (50) Avenue 
 

16. In Schedule “F” – SPECIFIED TRUCK ROUTES, the following reference under AVENUES 
shall be deleted in its entirety: 
 
54 Avenue   Taylor Drive   Gaetz (50) Avenue 
 

17. In Schedule “F” – SPECIFIED TRUCK ROUTES, the following references under AVENUES 
shall be added: 
 
54 Avenue   Taylor Drive   55 Street 
 
75 Avenue   Highway 11A   79 Street 

 

18. The addition of a new Schedule “N” as follows: 
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Schedule “N” 

  
100 km/h 

 
STREETS 

 
 1 19 Street, from the East City Limit to 270 metres east of Vermont Avenue, 

 for westbound motorists. 
 
 2 19 Street, from 395 metres east of Vermont Avenue to the East City Limit, 

 for eastbound motorists. 
 
 
READ A FIRST TIME IN OPEN COUNCIL this   day of   2015 

 

READ A SECOND TIME IN OPEN COUNCIL this   day of    2015. 

 

READ A THIRD TIME IN OPEN COUNCIL this  day of    2015. 

 

AND SIGNED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK this  day of    2015. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________    ___________________________ 
Mayor        City Clerk  
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August 24, 2015 

Notice of Motion - Support for Red Deer College in 
Obtaining Polytechnic University Status 
Legislative Services 

 

Report Summary & Recommendation: 

This Notice of Motion was submitted by Councillor Paul Harris at the Monday, July 
6, 2015 and tabled at the July 20, 2015 Council meeting to allow Red Deer College 
the opportunity to attend Council and provide an overview of the Polytechnic 
University model and to outline the impact this status change will have on the City 
of Red Deer and the communities and learners of Central Alberta.  

 

This item is now being presented for Council’s consideration.  

 

 

City Manager Comments:  

I support the Motion as presented subject to any further information being 
presented by Red Deer College. 

 

 

Craig Curtis 

City Manager 

 

 

Proposed Resolution 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer hereby agrees to lift from the table 
consideration of the Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Paul Harris re: 
Support for Red Deer College in Obtaining Polytechnic University Status.  
 
Whereas, Red Deer College is actively seeking Polytechnic University status in order 
to offer its own degrees, as well as to continue to offer professional, career-focused 
programs in the arts, social and related behavioural sciences, health & wellness, 
engineering, education, and trades and technology that engage students in active, 
applied learning and research essential to the future of society, business and 
industry; and 
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Whereas, offering degrees closer to home dramatically improves access and 
affordability for learners in the communities of Central Alberta, and 
 
Whereas, a local Polytechnic University will provide local control over education 
programming, based on local demand and our communities’ needs; and 
 
Whereas, a Polytechnic University will strengthen the social fabric of our 
community, increase cultural diversity, and enable economic growth for the region; 
and 
 
Whereas, applied research that is anticipated from Polytechnic University will 
support innovation and commercialization for businesses and industries of Central 
Alberta, which further helps to diversify and strengthen our economy; and 
 
Whereas, Red Deer College’s current contribution to economic growth through 
past graduates and current operations is $327.4 million in 2011-2012, and would be 
significantly higher with a Polytechnic University; and 
 
Whereas, our region is one of the largest in Canada without access to a degree 
granting institution within a one hour commute; and 
 
Whereas, currently only 17% of eligible High School students in our region remain 
here to pursue a post-secondary education, compared to Calgary (33%), Edmonton 
(32%) and Lethbridge (28%); and 

 
Whereas, students who must leave our Central Alberta community to pursue a 
degree often do not return; and 
 
Whereas, the City of Red Deer’s Economic Development Strategy highlights our 
central location a major asset for both our community and the province; and 
 
Whereas, economic strength and diversification are crucial to Council’s Strategic 
Plan; and  
 
Whereas, education and lifelong learning, influences community equity positively, 
reduces poverty and crime, improves social justice and positively influences the 
overall well-being of the community; and  
 
Whereas, the purpose of civic government is to improve the quality of life for its 
citizens; and 
 
Whereas, The City of Red Deer has an opportunity to support and advocate on 
behalf of, and with, our communities’ local educational institutions; and 
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Therefore, be it resolved that the Council of the City of Red Deer, endorse and 

advocate with the Red Deer College in its request to the Government of Alberta for 

an immediate change in status to a Polytechnic University. 

 

Background: 
 

This Notice of Motion was submitted by Councillor Paul Harris at the Monday, July 
6, 2015 and tabled at the July 20, 2015 Council meeting. This item is now being 
presented for Council’s consideration.  

 

Whereas, Red Deer College is actively seeking Polytechnic University status in order 
to offer its own degrees, as well as to continue to offer professional, career-focused 
programs in the arts, social and related behavioural sciences, health & wellness, 
engineering, education, and trades and technology that engage students in active, 
applied learning and research essential to the future of society, business and 
industry; and 
 
Whereas, offering degrees closer to home dramatically improves access and 
affordability for learners in the communities of Central Alberta, and 
 
Whereas, a local Polytechnic University will provide local control over education 
programming, based on local demand and our communities’ needs; and 
 
Whereas, a Polytechnic University will strengthen the social fabric of our 
community, increase cultural diversity, and enable economic growth for the region; 
and 
 
Whereas, applied research that is anticipated from Polytechnic University will 
support innovation and commercialization for businesses and industries of Central 
Alberta, which further helps to diversify and strengthen our economy; and 
 
Whereas, Red Deer College’s current contribution to economic growth through 
past graduates and current operations is $327.4 million in 2011-2012, and would be 
significantly higher with a Polytechnic University; and 
 
Whereas, our region is one of the largest in Canada without access to a degree 
granting institution within a one hour commute; and 
 
Whereas, currently only 17% of eligible High School students in our region remain 
here to pursue a post-secondary education, compared to Calgary (33%), Edmonton 
(32%) and Lethbridge (28%); and 
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Whereas, students who must leave our Central Alberta community to pursue a 
degree often do not return; and 
 
Whereas, the City of Red Deer’s Economic Development Strategy highlights our 
central location a major asset for both our community and the province; and 
 
Whereas, economic strength and diversification are crucial to Council’s Strategic 
Plan; and  
 
Whereas, education and lifelong learning, influences community equity positively, 
reduces poverty and crime, improves social justice and positively influences the 
overall well-being of the community; and  
 
Whereas, the purpose of civic government is to improve the quality of life for its 
citizens; and 
 
Whereas, The City of Red Deer has an opportunity to support and advocate on 
behalf of, and with, our communities’ local educational institutions; and 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the Council of the City of Red Deer, endorse and 

advocate with the Red Deer College in its request to the Government of Alberta for 

an immediate change in status to a Polytechnic University. 

References: 

Red Deer College Strategic Plan  

http://rdc.ab.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/1953/rdc-strategic-plan-2012-2017.pdf 

Council Strategic Plan 2015 http://www.reddeer.ca/media/reddeerca/city-

government/mayor-and-city-council/strategic-plan/City-Strategic-Plan-2015-to-2018.pdf 

Council Strategic Plan 2012 http://www.reddeer.ca/media/reddeerca/city-

government/mayor-and-city-council/strategic-plan/2012---2014-Strategic-Direction.pdf 

Economic Development Strategy http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/plans-and-

projects/ongoing-plans-and-projects/economic-development-strategy/ 

Community Culture Vision 2008 http://www.reddeer.ca/media/reddeerca/recreation-and-

culture/arts-and-culture/2008-Culture-Vision.pdf  

Today and tomorrow, Canada’s post secondary system has to align itself much more closely with the 

current and future needs of Canadians and the rapidly shifting national and international economy. 

We need responsive, specialized and career-ready programs and much greater engagement of 

applied researchers with the business community. For Canada to succeed economically, we need 

City of Red Deer City Council Regular Meeting, 2015/08/31 - Page 86 Item No. 6.1.



 
 

 

people with the skills that business and government require and research that moves quickly from 

the laboratory bench to the marketplace. Polytechnics play precisely these roles and have the 

potential to do even more as full partners in the Canadian postsecondary landscape. (Ken Coates, 

“This is Canada’s Polytechnic Moment,” 26 June 2013) 

  

Red Deer College is eager and ready to meet the challenges of a growing Alberta and to help the 

Government meet its mandate to build “a more resilient and responsive system that aligns supply 

and capacity to the demands of learners, society, and the economy” (Roles and Mandates Policy 

Framework 1). 

  

There are obvious reasons why distance to a university creates an obstacle to greater postsecondary 

participation: the costs of moving and living away from home are too high, the emotional costs of 

leaving family and support networks are too high, and students living at a distance from a university 

may not perceive the benefits of attending one. Frenette notes also that students who relocate to 

attend university are more likely to incur higher student loan debt than their counterparts who can 

attend a university while living at home (Frenette). 1 Frenette, Marc. “Too Far to Go On: Distance to 

School and University Participation.” Business and Labour Market Analysis Division, Statistics 

Canada. 2002. 

  

The adjective ‘polytechnic’ speaks to the integration of theoretical and applied learning that is a 

distinguishing feature of many existing Kwantlen programs, and the noun ‘university’ orients 

enhanced program possibilities yet to come. Together they signify that what we now do will continue 

to be important in our new university and help define our focus and differentiate us from other post-

secondary institutions in British Columbia. 

Kwantlen Polytechnic University 

  

Polytechnic universities outside of Canada include some of the most prestigious universities in 

the world, including Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Boston, California State Polytechnic 

and Rensselaer Polytechnic in New York State. These are progressive, innovative institutions whose 

reputations for teaching and learning, particularly in the areas of science and technology—and also 

the liberal and creative arts, business, health, and education—are exemplary. 

                        

Institution Founded City Population 

when Founded 

2014 Population of 

City 

University of Alberta 1908 18,500 877,926 

Mount Royal College 1910 40,000 1,195,194 

SAIT 1916 60,000 1,195,194 

Lethbridge College 1957 29,462 93,004 
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NAIT 1963 303,756 877,926 

Red Deer College 1964 24,446 98,585 (now 100,807 

strong) 

University of Calgary 1966 323,289 1,195,194 

University of Lethbridge 1966 37,186 93,004 

Grant MacEwan College 1971 436,264 877,926 

  

RDC Strategic Plan:  http://rdc.ab.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/1953/rdc-strategic-plan-

2012-2017.pdf 
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July 9, 2015 

Notice of Motion Submitted by Councillor Paul Harris 
re: Support for Red Deer College in Obtaining 
Polytechnic University Status 
Legislative Services 

 

Report Summary & Recommendation: 

This Notice of Motion was submitted by Councillor Paul Harris at the Monday, July 
6, 2015 Council meeting.  

 

This item is now being presented for Council’s consideration.  

 

 

City Manager Comments:  

In conversation with Red Deer College (RDC), the College would like the 
opportunity to attend Council on August 31st to provide an overview of the 
Polytechnic University model and to outline the significant impact this status change 
will have on the City of Red Deer and the communities and learners of Central 
Alberta.   

 

 

Elaine Vincent 

Acting City Manager 

 

 

Proposed Resolution 

Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer having considered the report as 
presented by Councillor Harris re: Support for Red Deer College in Obtaining 
Polytechnic University Status, hereby agrees to table consideration of this item to 
the August 31, 2015 meeting of City Council to allow Red Deer College the 
opportunity to attend Council and provide an overview of the Polytechnic 
University model and to outline the significant impact this status change will have on 
the City of Red Deer and the communities and learners of Central Alberta.  
 
 
 

Original Report Submitted 
to the July 20, 2015 
Meeting of City Council.  
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Background: 

This Notice of Motion was submitted by Councillor Paul Harris at the Monday, July 
6, 2015 Council meeting.  This item is now being presented for Council’s 
consideration.  

 

Whereas, Red Deer College is actively seeking Polytechnic University status in order 
to offer its own degrees, as well as to continue to offer professional, career-focused 
programs in the arts, social and related behavioural sciences, health & wellness, 
engineering, education, and trades and technology that engage students in active, 
applied learning and research essential to the future of society, business and 
industry; and 
 
Whereas, offering degrees closer to home dramatically improves access and 
affordability for learners in the communities of Central Alberta, and 
 
Whereas, a local Polytechnic University will provide local control over education 
programming, based on local demand and our communities’ needs; and 
 
Whereas, a Polytechnic University will strengthen the social fabric of our 
community, increase cultural diversity, and enable economic growth for the region; 
and 
 
Whereas, applied research that is anticipated from Polytechnic University will 
support innovation and commercialization for businesses and industries of Central 
Alberta, which further helps to diversify and strengthen our economy; and 
 
Whereas, Red Deer College’s current contribution to economic growth through 
past graduates and current operations is $327.4 million in 2011-2012, and would be 
significantly higher with a Polytechnic University; and 
 
Whereas, our region is one of the largest in Canada without access to a degree 
granting institution within a one hour commute; and 
 
Whereas, currently only 17% of eligible High School students in our region remain 
here to pursue a post-secondary education, compared to Calgary (33%), Edmonton 
(32%) and Lethbridge (28%); and 

 
Whereas, students who must leave our Central Alberta community to pursue a 
degree often do not return; and 
 
Whereas, the City of Red Deer’s Economic Development Strategy highlights our 
central location a major asset for both our community and the province; and 
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Whereas, economic strength and diversification are crucial to Council’s Strategic 
Plan; and  
 
Whereas, education and lifelong learning, influences community equity positively, 
reduces poverty and crime, improves social justice and positively influences the 
overall well-being of the community; and  
 
Whereas, the purpose of civic government is to improve the quality of life for its 
citizens; and 
 
Whereas, The City of Red Deer has an opportunity to support and advocate on 
behalf of, and with, our communities’ local educational institutions; and 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the Council of the City of Red Deer, endorse and 

advocate with the Red Deer College in its request to the Government of Alberta for 

an immediate change in status to a Polytechnic University. 

References: 

Red Deer College Strategic Plan  

http://rdc.ab.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/1953/rdc-strategic-plan-2012-2017.pdf 

Council Strategic Plan 2015 http://www.reddeer.ca/media/reddeerca/city-

government/mayor-and-city-council/strategic-plan/City-Strategic-Plan-2015-to-2018.pdf 

Council Strategic Plan 2012 http://www.reddeer.ca/media/reddeerca/city-

government/mayor-and-city-council/strategic-plan/2012---2014-Strategic-Direction.pdf 

Economic Development Strategy http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/plans-and-

projects/ongoing-plans-and-projects/economic-development-strategy/ 

Community Culture Vision 2008 http://www.reddeer.ca/media/reddeerca/recreation-and-

culture/arts-and-culture/2008-Culture-Vision.pdf  

Today and tomorrow, Canada’s post secondary system has to align itself much more closely with the 

current and future needs of Canadians and the rapidly shifting national and international economy. 

We need responsive, specialized and career-ready programs and much greater engagement of 

applied researchers with the business community. For Canada to succeed economically, we need 

people with the skills that business and government require and research that moves quickly from 

the laboratory bench to the marketplace. Polytechnics play precisely these roles and have the 

potential to do even more as full partners in the Canadian postsecondary landscape. (Ken Coates, 

“This is Canada’s Polytechnic Moment,” 26 June 2013) 

  

Red Deer College is eager and ready to meet the challenges of a growing Alberta and to help the 
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Government meet its mandate to build “a more resilient and responsive system that aligns supply 

and capacity to the demands of learners, society, and the economy” (Roles and Mandates Policy 

Framework 1). 

  

There are obvious reasons why distance to a university creates an obstacle to greater postsecondary 

participation: the costs of moving and living away from home are too high, the emotional costs of 

leaving family and support networks are too high, and students living at a distance from a university 

may not perceive the benefits of attending one. Frenette notes also that students who relocate to 

attend university are more likely to incur higher student loan debt than their counterparts who can 

attend a university while living at home (Frenette). 1 Frenette, Marc. “Too Far to Go On: Distance to 

School and University Participation.” Business and Labour Market Analysis Division, Statistics 

Canada. 2002. 

  

The adjective ‘polytechnic’ speaks to the integration of theoretical and applied learning that is a 

distinguishing feature of many existing Kwantlen programs, and the noun ‘university’ orients 

enhanced program possibilities yet to come. Together they signify that what we now do will continue 

to be important in our new university and help define our focus and differentiate us from other post-

secondary institutions in British Columbia. 

Kwantlen Polytechnic University 

  

Polytechnic universities outside of Canada include some of the most prestigious universities in 

the world, including Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Boston, California State Polytechnic 

and Rensselaer Polytechnic in New York State. These are progressive, innovative institutions whose 

reputations for teaching and learning, particularly in the areas of science and technology—and also 

the liberal and creative arts, business, health, and education—are exemplary. 

                        

Institution Founded City Population 

when Founded 

2014 Population of 

City 

University of Alberta 1908 18,500 877,926 

Mount Royal College 1910 40,000 1,195,194 

SAIT 1916 60,000 1,195,194 

Lethbridge College 1957 29,462 93,004 

NAIT 1963 303,756 877,926 

Red Deer College 1964 24,446 98,585 (now 100,807 

strong) 

University of Calgary 1966 323,289 1,195,194 
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University of Lethbridge 1966 37,186 93,004 

Grant MacEwan College 1971 436,264 877,926 

  

RDC Strategic Plan:  http://rdc.ab.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/1953/rdc-strategic-plan-

2012-2017.pdf 
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August 24, 2015 

Notice of Motion - Urging the Federal Parties and 
Candidates to make known their platforms to Meet 
Canada’s Public Transit Needs of the Future 
Legislative Services 

 

Report Summary & Recommendation: 

This Notice of Motion was submitted by Councillor Lynne Mulder at the Monday, 
August 17, 2015 Council meeting.  

 

This item is now being presented for Council’s consideration.  

 

City Manager Comments:  

CUTA has a public affairs division which authors advocacy papers and submits them 
to the government on behalf of all Transit agencies across Canada, with the 
upcoming elections they want to gauge what each of the parties and individuals that 
are running for election feel is important in supporting public transit. Things like the 
continuation of GreenTRIP funding at the provincial level as well as a national 
strategy for public transit infrastructure funding and operating programs in Canada. 

  

The focus of this is to try and secure government long term funding investment for 
infrastructure growth such as more Light Rail and bus rapid transit, transit hubs and 
park and ride facilities. 

  

The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) has used this strategy to 
secure long term funding for all transit agencies across the US, which led to the 
reduction of the life cycle for transit buses (from 15 – 18 years) to 12 years. When 
transit agencies in the US replace their buses within 12 years they get substantial 
funding to purchase new vehicles.  

  

I really think it would be an excellent opportunity for Council to continue to show 
their support for public transit.  

 

Craig Curtis 

City Manager 
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Proposed Resolution 

Whereas the Canadian Urban Transit Association has expressed concerns about a 
transit infrastructure gap in Canada; and  

 

Whereas Canada’s public transit needs of the future require long-term, dedicated, 
indexed and recurrent funding; and  

 

Whereas Canada’s economic competitiveness as well as the quality of life of its 
citizens is improved with renewed accessible transit infrastructure; and  

 

Whereas rapid urbanization and the phenomenon of congestion that has 
accompanied it can only be solved through promoting a modal shift from the 
automobile to public transit; and  

 

Whereas the expansion of public transit through new lines, additional frequency and 
adding capacity allows effective and efficient use of roadways by offering the public a 
transportation choice other than the automobile; and  

 

Whereas public transit reduces greenhouse gas emission and pollution; and  

 

Whereas municipalities have an inadequate tax revenue base to finance the full cost 
of transit infrastructure and operations; and  

 

Whereas in advance of the upcoming Federal election, the Canadian Urban Transit 
Association has circulated the attached survey to Federal parties and Leaders in 
order to properly inform the electorate about their respective positions on 
Canada’s urban transit issues; 

 

Therefore it be Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer; 

1. Declare that it supports greater federal investment in public transit 
infrastructure commencing in the 2016/17 Federal budget;  

 

2. Requests that funding models allow flexibility to meet the different realities of 
cities, towns and collectives across Canada;  

 

3. Urges the federal parties to make public transit a major electoral issue by 
advising the public as to each party’s plan for transit over the coming months; 
and  
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And Further be it Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer: 

 

1. Endorses the Canadian Urban Transit Association’s transit survey by adding 
The City of Red Deer’s name to the list of signatories that will be sent to all 
federal parties; and  

 

2. That a copy of the survey be sent to all federal candidates running within the 
Red Deer region to gauge their opinions on public transit for Canadian 
communities; and  

 

3. Continue to support a federal role in public transit across Canada and 
promote the many benefits of public transit for Canadians.  

 

 

Background  

The following is the Notice of Motion as presented by Councillor Lynne Mulder at 
the August 17, 2015 meeting of Red Deer City Council.  

 

Whereas the Canadian Urban Transit Association has expressed concerns about a 
transit infrastructure gap in Canada; and  

 

Whereas Canada’s public transit needs of the future require long-term, dedicated, 
indexed and recurrent funding; and  

 

Whereas Canada’s economic competitiveness as well as the quality of life of its 
citizens is improved with renewed accessible transit infrastructure; and  

 

Whereas rapid urbanization and the phenomenon of congestion that has 
accompanied it can only be solved through promoting a modal shift from the 
automobile to public transit; and  

 

Whereas the expansion of public transit through new lines, additional frequency and 
adding capacity allows effective and efficient use of roadways by offering the public a 
transportation choice other than the automobile; and  

 

Whereas public transit reduces greenhouse gas emission and pollution; and  
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Whereas municipalities have an inadequate tax revenue base to finance the full cost 
of transit infrastructure and operations; and  

 

Whereas in advance of the upcoming Federal election, the Canadian Urban Transit 
Association has circulated the attached survey to Federal parties and Leaders in 
order to properly inform the electorate about their respective positions on 
Canada’s urban transit issues; 

 

Therefore it be Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer; 

4. Declare that it supports greater federal investment in public transit 
infrastructure commencing in the 2016/17 Federal budget;  

 

5. Requests that funding models allow flexibility to meet the different realities of 
cities, towns and collectives across Canada;  

 

6. Urges the federal parties to make public transit a major electoral issue by 
advising the public as to each party’s plan for transit over the coming months; 
and  

 

And Further be it Resolved that Council of The City of Red Deer: 

 

4. Endorses the Canadian Urban Transit Association’s transit survey by adding 
The City of Red Deer’s name to the list of signatories that will be sent to all 
federal parties; and  

 

5. That a copy of the survey be sent to all federal candidates running within the 
Red Deer region to gauge their opinions on public transit for Canadian 
communities; and  

 

6. Continue to support a federal role in public transit across Canada and 
promote the many benefits of public transit for Canadians.  

 

Reference: Canadian Urban Transit Association – 2015 Transit Survey 
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